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1. International Programmes and Collaboration Division 

 
1.1. MoU Signed with Sobha LLC (UAE) 

 

On 21 May 2026, BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus (BPDC) was pleased to announce a joint 
venture with Sobha LLC, UAE. The collaboration was initiated with the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) by Mr Francis Alfred, Managing Director & CEO 
at Sobha Realty, and Prof. Souri Banerjee, Director, BPDC.  
 
Sobha Group is a multinational, multiproduct group with developments and 
investments in UAE, Sultanate of Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Brunei and India. Established 
in 1976 by first generation Indian entrepreneur Mr P.N.C. Menon, an interior decoration 
firm under the name of Services and Trade Company in Muscat, Oman, the group has 
grown into one of the most respected names in all the countries in which it has 
established businesses.  
 
The representatives from BPDC who attended the event included Mr Abdul Razzak 
Sohail, Manager-Career Services, Prof. Brij Pandey, Head-Civil and Architectural 
Engineering Department and Prof. Shashank Khurana, Associate Dean-International 
Programmes and Collaboration Division. This strategic academic–industry partnership 
aims to foster innovation, research collaboration, skill development, and knowledge 
exchange, bridging academia and real-world industry challenges to create sustainable 
and impactful solutions for the future.  
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1.2. Virtual Meeting with Team from Osaka Metropolitan University, 
Japan 

 

IPCD hosted a Virtual meet and greet session with representatives from Osaka 
Metropolitan University (OMU), Japan, and BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus (BPDC). The 
online event discussed and explored the possibilities of joint academic and research 
programmes, together with prospects of student and faculty exchange, on 2 June 
2026. OMU was represented by Prof. Mohammad Moinuddin  (Associate Professor, 
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Sciences and Global Education) and BPDC by Prof. Shamshad 
Ahmad Khan (Department of Humanities and Social Sciences) and Prof. Shashank 
Khurana (Associate Dean - IPCD). 
 

 
 

1.3. Final Year Off-Campus Thesis 

 

1.3.1.  Outgoing 
 

1. Ms Shivaani Srinivasan (4th Year Biotechnology Student pursued Off-campus 
Thesis at University of Nottingham (UoN), UK, under the joint supervision of Prof. 
Seamus Higgins (UoN) and Prof. Ramachandran S (Biotechnology, BPDC), on the 
topic ‘Optimization of Barley-Based Pretzel Formulations and Rheological 
Characterization for Fibre-Enriched Snack Production’ during February - June 
2026.  

2. Mr Krishna Maloo (4th Year Chemical Engineering) pursued Off-campus Thesis at 
University of Nottingham, UK, under the joint supervision of Dr Buddhika 
Hewakandamby & Dr Maryam Mohammad Zadeh (UoN) and Prof. Nishant Pandya 
(Chemical Engineering, BPDC), on the topic ‘Multiphase Flow Assurance Analysis 
for Long-Distance Subsea Oil and Gas Tiebacks’ during February - June 2026.  

3. Mr Rishon Ashish Thantepudi (4th Year Biotechnology Student) pursued Off-
campus Thesis at IIT Madras, India, under the joint supervision of Prof. Athi N 
Naganathan (IIT Madras) and Prof. Debostuti Ghoshdastidar (Biotechnology, 
BPDC), on the topic ‘In-silico Studies on EML4-ALK Protein Condensates To 
Derive Suitable Lead Compounds’ during February - June 2026.  
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1.3.2.  Incoming 
 
1. Mr Sanatan Ramnath Iyer, a 4th Year Chemical Engineering Student at VIT 

Vellore, India, pursued Off-campus Thesis at BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus, under 
the supervision of Prof. Murchana Changmai, on the topic ‘Sustainable Polymeric 
Membranes for Water Treatment’ during January - June 2026.  

 
 

2. Career Services Division 
 
2.1. Career Fair 2026 
 
The Career Fair 2026, held on 20 May 2026 in BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus, witnessed 
registrations from over 80 companies, with 60 organizations participating directly on 
campus across diverse industries. The event operated through a fully digital and 
paperless recruitment ecosystem, enabling meaningful recruiter-student conversations 
over traditional paper-based exchanges. The fair recorded an impressive 1,811 digital 
recruitment interactions, with each student engaging with an average of 5-6 
companies. More than 50% follow-up interest was generated, with 183 students out of 
600 attendees shortlisted by recruiters for potential opportunities. The event also 
showcased the strength of the university’s fully digital recruitment ecosystem, with 
100% student resume integration and over 98% LinkedIn-enabled profiles, enabling 
seamless recruiter access and networking. Career Fair 2026 stands as a testament to 
the growing industry reputation, resilience, and collaborative spirit of BITS Pilani, Dubai 
Campus. 
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2.2. Leadership & Business Resilience Talk 
 
The Career Services Department at BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus successfully organized 
an exclusive TEDx-style interactive knowledge-sharing session featuring Mr Anis 
Sajan, Vice Chairman of Danube Group, offering students, professionals, 
entrepreneurs and members of the university community an opportunity to engage with 
one of the UAE’s most accomplished business leaders. The session, held on 12 June 
2026, served as a dynamic platform for the exchange of ideas, bringing together 
participants from diverse backgrounds to gain valuable insights into leadership, 
resilience, entrepreneurship, and sustainable business growth. 
 
The interactive format enabled over 40 attendees to engage in thought-provoking 
discussions and gain deeper understanding of the challenges and opportunities 
associated with building and scaling successful enterprises in today's business 
landscape. Mr Sajan shared valuable lessons from his entrepreneurial journey, 
emphasizing the importance of adaptability, strategic decision-making, perseverance, 
and continuous innovation in navigating an increasingly competitive global economy. 
Furthermore, the event created valuable networking opportunities, allowing students to 
interact with industry professionals, business leaders, and fellow participants, thereby 
strengthening connections between academia and industry while encouraging 
collaborative learning and professional engagement. 
 
Through initiatives such as this, the Career Services Department continues to reinforce 
its commitment to providing students with meaningful industry exposure and 
experiential learning opportunities that complement their academic education. 
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3. Human Resources Division 

 

3.1.  Fire Safety and First Aid Training for Employees 

Demonstrating its commitment to institutional safety and regulatory compliance, the 
Human Resources Department at BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus (BPDC), recently 
partnered with SAVE FAST Fire & Safety Training LLC, Dubai, to conduct an intensive 
Fire Safety and First Aid Training Workshop. Held across four comprehensive four-
hour sessions on 16 and 17 June 2026, the program aimed to strengthen emergency 
preparedness, reduce workplace risks, and ensure full compliance with Commission 
for Academic Accreditation (CAA) regulations. Faculty and staff members gained vital 
skills in fire prevention, hazard identification, proper fire extinguisher usage, and 
evacuation protocols. 
 
The event also provided critical training in basic life support, CPR awareness, and 
workplace injury management to ensure immediate care during medical emergencies 
before professional healthcare teams arrive. The initiative successfully elevated 
overall campus safety awareness, training over 47 employees in fire safety protocols 
and 54 employees in first aid techniques. This proactive training models a resilient 
culture of shared accountability, equipping campus leaders with the practical skills and 
confidence needed to safeguard lives and property for all students, visitors, and 
stakeholders. 
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4. Student Welfare Division 

 
4.1. Stress to Self: A Creative Well-being Experience 
 
The Student Welfare Division at BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus conducted an online 
interactive wellbeing session titled “From Stress to Self” on 1 May 2026, facilitated by 
Ms Aleena Babu using expressive arts approaches to promote emotional awareness, 
self-reflection, and healthy coping among first-year students. 
 
The session included grounding activities, discussions on mental health and wellbeing, 
and interactive exercises conducted through Mentimeter and Padlet. Students 
reflected on common stressors such as examinations, academic pressure, CGPA 
concerns, placements, and uncertainty about the future. Through creative expression 
using colours, words, drawings, photographs, and symbols, students explored their 
personal coping strategies and self-care practices. 
 
The programme witnessed active participation from more than 300 students and 
received positive feedback, with students describing the session as reflective, calming, 
and emotionally grounding. Overall, the session provided a meaningful space for 
students to creatively engage with their emotional wellbeing and coping resources. 
 

  
 

  

 
4.2. Annual Day 2026 

On 21 May 2026, the Student Welfare Division (SWD) organized the Annual Day 
Celebration 2026 at the G07 Auditorium. The event, harbouring 150+ attendees, 
brought the campus community together to celebrate achievements, joy, and 
teamwork. 

During the function, various campus clubs, student associations, and core committees 
were recognized for their hard work throughout the academic year. The Director, Prof. 
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Souri Banerjee, handed out certificates for academic excellence to the students, 
praising their dedication and great results. 

  
 

 
 

4.3. Diro’s Tea Party 2026 

On 22 May 2026, the Director, Prof. Souri Banerjee, hosted a special farewell event, 
"Diro's Tea Party," at the InterContinental Hotel, Dubai Festival City, for the final-year 
students with over 200+ attendees. The evening was filled with joy, music, and 
fantastic cultural programs, featuring singing and dancing performances by the 
students. 

Fun games kept the energy high all night. Students loved trying to guess faculty names 
from their childhood photos and figuring out movie names using hidden clues. The 
event wrapped up with a delicious dinner and department-wise group photos, making 
it a truly memorable night of celebration and togetherness for the entire graduating 
batch. 
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4.4. Groove 

 

4.4.1. Diro’s Tea Party Performance 

On 22 May 2026, the entire Groove crew came together to honor the incredible seniors 

graduating this year during the Diro’s Tea Party at Dubai Festival City. What began as 

a classic tea party quickly shifted into an emotional rollercoaster when the Groove 

members took to the floor, delivering a surprise dance performance dedicated entirely 

to their graduating seniors. It was the ultimate, groove-filled send-off for an amazing 

group of people who will be deeply missed, proving that no matter where their next 

chapters take them, they will always carry the rhythm of the crew with them. 

 

 

4.5. Social and Environment Club (SEC MAD) 

 

4.5.1.  Bag of Love  

The Make a Difference (M.A.D.) Club concluded the academic year with ‘Bag of Love’, 
a heartfelt initiative conducted on 22 May 2026, dedicated to appreciating the 
invaluable contributions of our campus support staff. 

As a token of gratitude, club members distributed thoughtfully curated goodie bags to 
the housekeeping, security, and gardening staff who work tirelessly behind the scenes 
to make our campus a better place every day. 

More than just a distribution drive, the event celebrated kindness, respect, and 
community spirit, reminding us that every contribution matters and every act of 
appreciation makes a difference. The initiative reflected the M.A.D. Club's commitment 
to empathy, gratitude, and positive social impact, making it a meaningful end to the 
academic year. 
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4.6. Association for Computing Machinery – Women (ACM-W) 

 

4.6.1.  Herocode - The Uprising 

ACM-W BITS Pilani Dubai, in collaboration with GDGoC, hosted “HeroCode: The 
Uprising,” a 48-hour hackathon designed to challenge students to build innovative 
solutions under pressure while tackling real-world problems. The event took place from 
1 May to 3 May 2026 at BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus, bringing together teams of 
aspiring developers, designers, and problem-solvers in an intense and engaging 
competitive environment. Inspired by the fictional “KRYPTEX” system breach theme, 
the hackathon encouraged participants to think creatively, adapt quickly, and 
collaborate effectively to restore control through technology and innovation. 

Participants competed in teams of 3 to 4 members, with each team maintaining at 
least 50% women participation and a woman team leader, reinforcing the event’s focus 
on inclusivity and empowerment in technology. Throughout the hackathon, teams 
worked on building solutions from scratch, addressing real-world challenges, and 
responding to unexpected twists introduced during the competition. The event also 
offered participants opportunities to strengthen their technical, problem-solving, and 
teamwork skills in a fast-paced environment. 

The event featured a cash prize of 300 DHS, along with $5 Google Cloud Point credits 
and certificates for all participants. Overall, HeroCode gave students a platform to build 
innovative solutions and push their problem-solving limits. 
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4.6.2. ConnectED Alumni Talk - Ramila Vempati 

ACM-W BITS Pilani Dubai hosted another insightful edition of the “ConnectED Alumni 
Talk” series featuring Ramila Vempati, a Computer Science Engineer at Capgemini 
working in the field of Insights and Data. The session took place on 4 May at 6:30 PM 
via Google Meet and aimed to provide students with practical industry insights into the 
fields of AI, data, and technology careers. Through an interactive discussion, 
participants gained a deeper understanding of how technical skills learned in college 
translate into real-world applications and industry impact. 

During the session, Ramila Vempati shared her journey from campus life to working 
on AI-driven and data-centric systems in the industry, offering students an honest 
perspective on career growth, industry expectations, and the evolving tech landscape. 
Participants also learned about the practical aspects of working in AI and data, the 
importance of continuously building technical and problem-solving skills, and valuable 
lessons she would have approached differently if starting her journey again. The live 
Q&A segment further allowed students to interact directly with the speaker and gain 
personalized career advice and guidance. 

Overall, the ConnectED Alumni Talk served as an inspiring platform for students to 
learn, connect, and grow through meaningful conversations with industry 
professionals, motivating participants to explore careers in technology, AI, and data. 
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4.6.3. JuMP Final presentations 

The Learn and Build phase of JuMP concluded with an engaging final project 
presentation session, where participating teams showcased the outcomes of weeks 
of learning, collaboration, and innovation under the guidance of their mentors.  

The event, held on 20 May 2026, brought together students working across diverse 
and emerging domains such as Machine Learning, Generative AI, Cybersecurity, and 
Deep Learning, providing them with a platform to demonstrate their technical skills, 
creativity, and problem-solving abilities through real-world projects and live 
demonstrations. Throughout the session, teams delivered detailed presentations 
explaining the objectives, methodologies, challenges, and outcomes of their projects, 
while also showcasing functional demos of their solutions. The projects reflected a 
wide range of applications and ideas, highlighting the participants’ ability to apply 
theoretical concepts to practical scenarios across multiple areas of technology and 
artificial intelligence.  

Teams competed for the Best Project Prize of AED 225, adding an exciting competitive 
element to the showcase while motivating participants to present polished and 
impactful solutions. The winners for best project of JuMP 2025-26 were Srivathsa 
Honyal (2023A7PS0198U) and Atiyah Sajith (2025A7PS0220U). 
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4.6.4.  May Demo Day (ACM-W x AI Tinkerers Dubai) 

ACM-W BITS Pilani Dubai, in collaboration with AI Tinkerers Dubai, hosted the “May 
Demo Day,” an interactive event designed to bring together students, developers, 
researchers, founders, and AI enthusiasts to showcase innovative AI projects and 
exchange ideas through technical discussions and networking. Held on 23 May 2026 
from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM in Dubai, UAE, the event created a collaborative space for 
participants to present their work, receive feedback, and engage with the growing AI 
community. 

The event featured two primary segments: Main Stage Demos and the Science Fair 
Showcase. Through the Main Stage Demos, participants presented their AI projects 
live to the wider audience, sharing ideas ranging from AI agents and machine learning 
models to research prototypes and experimental side projects. The Science Fair 
Showcase allowed attendees to set up interactive booths where they could 
demonstrate their projects, connect directly with visitors, and receive valuable 
feedback through one-on-one discussions and technical conversations. 

May Demo Day encouraged participants to showcase both polished products and 
works in progress, emphasizing learning, experimentation, and collaboration within the 
AI ecosystem. Overall, the event strengthened community engagement and 
innovation within Dubai's AI ecosystem.  
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4.6.5.  Agentic AI in Action 

ACM-W BITS Pilani, Dubai hosted “Agentic AI in Action: Exploring AI Agents & Tool 
Calling,” an interactive workshop aimed at helping students understand the concepts 
and technologies driving modern AI systems.  

Held online on 25 May 2026 at 5:00 PM, the session introduced participants to the 
rapidly evolving world of Agentic AI through practical explanations, live demonstrations, 
and engaging discussions. The workshop focused on simplifying complex AI concepts 
and giving attendees a hands-on understanding of how intelligent AI workflows operate 
in real-world applications.  

Throughout the session, participants explored topics such as AI Agents, Tool Calling, 
Retrieval-Augmented Generation (RAG), LangChain, LangGraph, and MCP, gaining 
insight into how modern AI systems reason, maintain memory, use external tools, and 
make decisions through agent-based workflows. The workshop also featured a live 
end-to-end demonstration of an Agentic AI Assistant workflow, allowing attendees to 
observe how these technologies work together to create intelligent and interactive 
systems. By connecting theoretical concepts with practical implementation, the session 
provided students with a deeper understanding of the technologies powering next-
generation AI applications. The session was hosted by Sanya Talwar, whose clear, 
engaging delivery made advanced AI concepts accessible.  

Overall, the workshop served as an informative and inspiring experience for students 
interested in artificial intelligence, encouraging them to further explore emerging 
technologies and the future of AI-driven systems. 

  

 

4.7. Google Developers Group (GDG) 

 

4.7.1. Build With AI: Agent Builder Workshop (GeeksForGeeks x 

Google Developer Groups) 

GDGoC organized the Build With AI: Agent Builder Workshop, in collaboration with 
GeeksforGeeks, on 20 June 2026, providing students with an opportunity to explore 
the rapidly evolving field of Artificial Intelligence through a practical, hands-on learning 
experience.  

The session was led by Ashish Jangra, a Data Scientist and Mentor at 
GeeksforGeeks, who guided over 1000+ participants through the fundamentals of AI 
agents and demonstrated how they can automate tasks, solve problems, and interact 
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intelligently. Attendees gained hands-on experience with Google's Agent 
Development Kit (ADK), learning how to leverage modern AI frameworks to design 
and develop functional AI-powered solutions. 

The workshop emphasized experiential learning through live demonstrations and 
practical exercises, enabling participants to build AI agents from scratch while 
understanding real-world implementation strategies. Throughout the session, students 
also received valuable mentorship and industry insights, helping them strengthen their 
understanding of AI development and emerging technologies. 

Overall, the workshop successfully reinforced GDGoC's commitment to fostering 
innovation and practical learning by empowering students with industry-relevant AI 
skills. Participants left with hands-on experience in AI agent development, greater 
confidence in building intelligent applications, and a certificate recognizing their active 
participation in the event. 

 

 

4.8. BITS Sports Events 
 

4.8.1. Faculty & Staff Sports Prize Distribution (May 2026) 

Sports continue to build energy and unity beyond the classroom, and the Faculty & 

Staff Sports Competitions held in May 2026 saw exceptional enthusiasm and 

participation from BPDC's faculty and staff across several disciplines. Winners were 

felicitated at the Annual Sports Award Ceremony. 

In the team events, the Volleyball championship was claimed by Mr Saravana Kumar’s 

team (including Anurag, Tariq, Ashwini, Aslam, Azher, and Dipin) after a competitive 

match against the runner-up team led by Mr Raja. 

In the indoor board games, Dr. Surrender won the Chess tournament ahead of runner-

up Dr Shashank Khurana, while Fareed took the Carrom Singles title over Dr M. 
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Rafiuddin. Dr M. Rafiuddin bounced back to claim the Carrom Doubles title alongside 

Dr Kumar, defeating runners-up Irfan and Ashwini. 

The racquet sports categories saw highly contested matches. Dr Akshay dominated 

Table Tennis, securing the Singles title against Mayank Dutta and teaming up with Dr 

Sonu to win the Doubles category against Dr Kumar and Dr Rohit. Finally, Badminton 

Singles saw Dr. Shishir Kumar emerge victorious over Dr Sonu Pandey, while the team 

of Dr Vincent and Dr Elakhya claimed the Badminton Doubles title over Dr M. Rafiuddin 

and Dr Shishir Pandey. 

 

 

4.8.2.  Annual Sports Award Ceremony 

The Annual Sports Award Ceremony, held in June 2026 in the Auditorium, was hosted 

by Mehak and Sanvi, who welcomed the Director Prof. Souri Banerjee, the Dean of 

Student Welfare Dr Geetha, deans of various departments, faculty, staff and students 

to an afternoon dedicated to recognising the passion, commitment and teamwork that 

define the sporting spirit of the campus. 

In their opening remarks, the hosts reflected on how sport offers students a space to 

step away from the pressures of assignments and deadlines, build friendships, 

discover personal strengths, and learn that success is not always about finishing first 

but about getting up after a setback and giving one's best effort. The ceremony began 

with the gathering rising for the UAE National Anthem, followed by the Indian National 

Anthem. 

The award segment opened by recognising the Sports Club Office Bearers of 2025-

2026 for their leadership and efforts. This was followed by a Sports Recap Video that 

relived the season's sporting activities, including the Faculty & Staff Sports 

Competitions and the BPL tournament. 

Dr M. Rafiuddin presented a report on the Sports Club's recent activities, sharing the 

highlights and milestones achieved through the Faculty & Staff Sports Competitions 

and the BPL tournament. The gathering was then addressed by the Director, Prof. Souri 
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Banerjee, whose encouraging words were warmly received by the students, faculty 

and staff present. 

 

Inter-Year Athletics Awards — Annual Sports Day, June 2026 

Athletics once again brought excitement, determination and healthy competition 

among students across all years at the Annual Sports Day. The ceremony celebrated 

the standout performers of the Inter-Year Athletics events and the overall Athletics 

Champions. 

Top Medal Winners: 

Athlete Year Total Medals Gold Silver Bronze 

Meera 1st Year 7 2 4 1 

Karthik 3rd Year 5 3 2 0 

Falak 3rd Year 5 2 0 3 

Bhargabi 3rd Year 3 3 0 0 

Hemnath 3rd Year 3 1 1 1 

Shaies 1st Year 3 1 1 1 

Rishab 3rd Year 3 0 1 2 

Akshay 2nd Year 2 2 0 0 

Shri Haripriya 2nd Year 2 0 1 1 

Aditya Venkat - 2 0 0 2 

Vishnu - 1 1 0 0 
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Event-wise Highlights: 

Athlete Year Gold Highlights Silver 
Highlights 

Bronze 
Highlights 

Karthik 3rd 
year 

Javelin Throw, Shot Put, 
100m (Boys) 

Discus Throw, 
200m (Boys) 

— 

Falak 3rd 
year 

100m, 200m, 400m (Girls) — Javelin 
Throw, Shot 
Put (Girls) 

Meera 1st 
year 

800m, 1500m (Girls) Javelin Throw, 
Shot Put, 
200m, 400m 
(Girls) 

100m (Girls) 

Bhargabi 3rd 
year 

Javelin Throw, Shot Put, 
Discus Throw (Girls) 

— — 

Hemnath 3rd 
year 

Discus Throw (Boys) Shot Put 
(Boys) 

Javelin 
Throw 
(Boys) 

Shaies 1st 
year 

200m (Boys) 400m (Boys) 100m 
(Boys) 

Akshay 2nd 
year 

800m, 1500m (Boys) — — 

Vishnu — 400m (Boys) — — 

Rishab 3rd 
year 

— 1500m (Boys) Discus 
Throw, 
800m 
(Boys) 

Shri 
Haripriya 

2nd 
year 

— 100m (Girls) 200m (Girls) 

Aditya 
Venkat 

— — — 200m, 
1500m 
(Boys) 

Single-
medal 
winners 

Mixed Vedika, Sanskriti, Arnav, Hadi 
(1st year), Shivan, Aparajita, 
Yashika (1st year), Dheeraj, 
Diya and Ajay each secured 
one medal across the 
athletics events. 

  

 

Thus, the overall Athletics Champions were, 

Boys Champion: Karthik — 5 medals (3 Gold, 2 Silver) 
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Girls Champion: Meera — 7 medals (2 Gold, 4 Silver, 1 Bronze) 

Relay Race Results: 

Relay Position Team 

Boys Relay 1st Place 1st Year Team — Shaies, Hadi, Juwain, Steve 

Boys Relay 2nd Place 3rd Year Team — Hemnath, Karthik, Aditya Venkat, 

Rishab 

Mixed Relay 1st Place 1st Year Team — Meera, Hadi, Shaies, Nuha 

Mixed Relay 2nd Place 3rd Year Team — Karthik, Aditya Venkat, Falak, Yusra 

Mixed Relay 3rd Place 3rd Year Team — Hemnath, Rishab, Kanisha, Diya 

 

 

BITS Premier League 2026 

The BITS Premier League has grown over the past two years from a cricket tournament 

into a cherished campus tradition that brings together passion, talent and team spirit. 

This season's tournament, held across May and June 2026, once again gave students 

a platform to compete and bond over their love of the game. 

Teams competed against one another with dedication and sportsmanship, giving 

aspiring cricketers of BPDC a stage to showcase their skills. The tournament closed 

with the much-anticipated BPL Awards, presented at the Annual Sports Award 

Ceremony. 

Mumbai Indians (MI): Nikunj Malu (Captain), Harsh, Abdullah, Sankeerath, Harshit, 

Shresht, Manav, Ishan, Saksham, Mohyuddin, Nirvan, Swayam, Prasad, Yash Aroor, 

Bharadwaj, Vipul. 

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR): Mohamed Salim (Captain), Revanth, Hrishit, Nabeel, 

Vedant, Mani, Shashan, Rudrajay, Varshith, Sathwik, Arav, Pranav, Akshat, Aman, 

Anirudh Jain, Mahaswin. 
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The following three awards were given: 

Best Batsman: Sambhram CK 

Best Bowler: Harsh Desai 

Man of the Series: Harsh Desai 

 

Apart from the previous events, the following awards were bestowed on select students 

from their respective sports for the outgoing batch of 2025-2026: 

Best Sportsperson Awards — Batch 2025-2026 

Sport / Category Recipient 

Athletics (Boys) SS Shrivenkatesh 

Athletics (Girls) Preet Mehta 

Badminton (Boys) Kushagra Golash 

Basketball (Girls) Anushka Sharma, Mysha Ali 

Boxing Muqurram Mufti 

Cricket (Boys) Mohammed Emaan 

Cricket (Girls) Saniya Lahoti 

Chess (Boys) Prathmesh Mehrotra 

Chess (Girls) Sanober Sarfaraz Ahmed 

Football (Boys) Pranav Murti 
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Sport / Category Recipient 

Table Tennis (Boys) Varun Tikkoo 

Throwball Kasvi Methi 

Tennis (Girls) Samaira Sapra 

Volleyball (Boys) Karan Panchal 

Volleyball (Girls) Ankita Menon 

Overall (Boys) Shaurya Gupta 

Overall (Girls) Manasvi Gandhi 

 

 

BPDC Sports Team Captains –- Batch 2025-26 

Sport Girls Captain Boys Captain 

Athletics Preet Mehta SS Shrivenkatesh 

Badminton Srivibha Nadimpalli Shaurya Gupta 

Basketball Anushka Sharma Roshan 

Cricket Saniya Lahoti Mohammed Emaan 

Chess Sanober Sarfaraz Ahmed Prathmesh Mehrotra 

Football — Pranav Murti 
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Sport Girls Captain Boys Captain 

Throwball Kasvi Methi — 

Boxing — Muqaram Mufti 

Table Tennis Avishi Agarwal Varun Tikku 

Tennis Samaira Sapra Shaurya Gupta 

Volleyball Manasvi Gandhi Karan Panchal 

 

 

Following the felicitations, the audience enjoyed a lively Groove Dance performance 

that brought an energetic close to the awards segment. The Sports Club President 

then delivered the Vote of Thanks, acknowledging everyone who contributed to the 

success of these events. 

The Faculty & Staff Sports Competitions, the BPL tournament, and the Annual Sports 

Award Ceremony held across May and June 2026 together reflected the spirit of 

determination and excellence that defines the BPDC Sports Club. Congratulations to 

all the winners and participants for their remarkable achievements and efforts. 

5. Achievements and Activities of Departments 
 

5.1. Department of Biotechnology 
 

5.1.1.  General Updates 

Conferences/Other Events 

1. Manju Nidagodu Jayakumar (2019PHXF0908U), a PhD student under the 
supervision of Prof. Mainak Dutta, attended the EACR Conference on Cancer 
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Genomics, Multiomics and Computational Biology in Essen, Germany, from 12 to 
14 May 2026. 

2. Prof. Trupti Gokhale participated in the Annual Infectious Diseases Updates 
conference in Abu Dhabi, UAE, on 25 June 2026." 

3. Prof. Neeru Sood was invited by the Science India Forum, UAE (SIF, UAE) to 
serve as a judge for the National Children's Science Congress (NCSC) held on 
27 June 2026. The prestigious event, themed "Science and Innovation for 
Sustainability," took place at the SIF headquarters in the UAE. In her role, Prof. 
Sood evaluated and selected the top UAE-level projects for their scientific merit 
and innovative contributions to sustainable development. 

 

New Projects/ Appointments 

 
1. Prof. Trupti Gokhale and her team of interdisciplinary scientists was awarded 

the Cross Disciplinary Research Fund of 40L INR in May 2026 for her project 
titled “Scaling Up Seawater-Based Microalgae-Derived Green Energy 
Development: A Unified Approach for Techno-Economic Feasibility.” This 
project aims to evaluate microalgae-derived biodiesel as a sustainable 
alternative to fossil diesel by assessing its engine performance, emissions, and 
optimal blending ratios in internal combustion engines. It also investigates the 
compatibility of microalgal biofuels with common automotive metals through 
corrosion studies, helping determine their practical feasibility and long-term use 
in engine systems. 

2. Prof. Neeru Sood was appointed as a Doctoral Advisory Member (External 
expert member) of Mr. Tom Sinoy ES towards PhD Research Program at 
MAHE Dubai on 25 June 2026 

3. Prof. Divagar Murugan was nominated as External Member, Research 
Committee, Saudi German Hospital on 9 June 2026 

4. Prof. Trupti Gokhale is currently serving a term of two years as General 
Secretary, the University Business Group at Dubai chambers of Commerce. 

Journal Reviews 

 
1. Professor Divagar Murugan reviewed a manuscript for Biosensors and 

Bioelectronics by Elsevier. 
2. Professor Divagar Murugan reviewed a manuscript for Biosensors and 

Bioelectronics by Elsevier 
 
Publications 
 

1. Professor Divagar Murugan and Professor Neeru Sood published an article 
titled: “Cargo-to-Clinic’’: A Roadmap to Exosome Profile-Based Disease 
Diagnostics Using Optical Detection Platforms. 
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5.2. Department of Chemical Engineering 
 

5.2.1.  Industry Connect Lecture Series by Mr Omair Hurzuk for 
Petroleum Refining Engineering Course 

The Department of Chemical Engineering, BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus on 10 May 
2026, successfully concluded an Industry Connect lecture series on Petroleum 
Refining Technology, delivered by Mr Omair Hurzuk, Hydraulic Engineer at KN 
International. Throughout the course, students gained valuable insights into both the 
theoretical foundations and real-world industrial practices of petroleum refining.  

The department extends its thanks to Mr Omair Hurzuk  for sharing his expertise, 
practical experiences, and valuable insights with the department’s students. Such 
collaborations play a vital role in preparing future chemical engineers to meet the 
evolving demands of the energy and process industries.  
 

 
 

5.2.2. Farewell ceremony 
 
The Department of Chemical Engineering at Birla Institute of Technology and Science 
(BITS), Pilani Dubai Campus, organized a heartfelt Farewell Ceremony on 12 June 
2026 to celebrate and honour our graduating fourth-year Chemical Engineering 
students. The event was filled with memorable moments, inspiring reflections, and 
warm wishes as faculty members and students came together to commemorate the 
achievements, dedication, and growth of the graduating batch throughout their 
academic journey.  
 
We take immense pride in their accomplishments and are confident that they will 
continue to excel as future engineers, innovators, researchers, and leaders in the 
chemical and process industries. On behalf of the Department of Chemical 
Engineering, we extend our sincere congratulations and best wishes for their future 
endeavours. May this new chapter bring them success, fulfilment, and countless 
opportunities. 
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5.3. Department of Electronics and Electrical Engineering 
 

5.3.1.  General Updates 
 

Journal Publications 

1. Kumar, Dharmendra, Vibha Jain, Ashutosh Mishra, Rakesh Shrestha, Mahdi 
Sahlabadi, and Navin Singh Rajput. 2026. "An Intelligent Cloud-Integrated 
Electronic Nose System for Non-Destructive Fruit Ripeness Monitoring in 
Precision Agriculture" Electronics 15, no. 12: 2502. 

Conferences 

1.  Prof. Ashutosh Mishra Served as a judge and participated in the 13th 

Undergraduate Research and Innovation Competition (13th URIC) Awards 

Ceremony, which took place on Thursday, 21 May 2026, at the Auditorium, Abu 

Dhabi University Abu Dhabi Campus. 

2. Prof. Ashutosh Mishra Prof. Ashutosh Mishra delivered an expert talk along 
with a hands-on session in the Faculty Development Program (FDP) on 
"Underwater Robotics and Acoustic Communication Networks," organized by 
the Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering, National 
Institute of Technology, Jamshedpur, in collaboration with E&ICT Academy 
Phase-II, NIT Patna. The program ran from 25 May 2026 to 5 June 2026, and 
his talk was on the topic "Role of Multispectral Imaging in Next-Generation 
Autonomous Systems" on 1 June 2026. 

5.4. Department of Mechanical Engineering 
 

5.4.1. General Updates 
 
 

Other Events 
 

1. Virtual Crash Lab Workshop on 2 May 2026, delivered by Afra Patel, a final 
year FD student. The number of participants was 4. 
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2. Dr Ravindra G Bhardwaj attended the webinar titled "From Policy to Practice: 
AI Readiness that Starts in the Classroom" by Pearson. 

3. Dr Ravindra G Bhardwaj completed the course “Train-the-Trainer” offered by 
ASME. 

 
Publications 
 

1. V. Kant, S. Prabhudesai, J. Panchal, K. Reddy, K. Y. A. H. Alkhoori, S. Vincent*,  S. 
Mutnuri, B. G. P. Kumar, “Sequential bio–photocatalytic system for efficient dye 
degradation using cost-effective photocatalyst: performance, optimization, and 
circular economy assessment”, Chemical Papers,  (2026)  

2. Daffiny Sara Joshua, Cuie Wen, Ravi Shukla,  S. Vincent*, Wook Ha Ryu, Myeong-
Jun Lee, Eun Soo Park, Yuncang Li*, “Influence of micro-alloying on the structural 
heterogeneity and nano-mechanical properties of Zr60Cu25Al10 bulk metallic 
glass for potential biomedical applications”, Intermetallics, Volume 
194,  2026,  (2026) 109315 

3. Daffiny Sara Joshua, S. Vincent*, Cuie Wen, Ravi Shukla, , Wook Ha Ryu, Eun 
Soo Park, Yuncang Li*, "Influence of micro-alloying on the biocorrosion 
behaviour of Zr60Cu30Al10 bulk metallic glasses in physiological media for 
implant applications", Journal of Non-Crystalline Solids, Volume 689, (2026) 
124174 

 

5.4.2. Workshop on Essentials of Rocket Science (3rd Edition) 
 
The Department of Mechanical Engineering, BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus, organized 
the 3rd Edition of the Essentials of Rocket Science workshop virtually on 23 June 2026, 
which witnessed a participation of more than 50 students from India, UAE, Qatar and 
Oman. 
 
The workshop was conceptualized and led by faculty members Prof. Shashank 
Khurana and Prof. Sonu Thomas, providing Grade 10-12 students with interactive 
learning and a fun-filled experience in the exhilarating field of Aerospace. The 
workshop brought together enthusiastic learners to explore rocketry, from the 
fundamental principles of rocket flight to the engineering challenges behind launch 
vehicles, giving participants insights into the science and technology that power space 
exploration. 
 
The workshop combined interactive discussions with an exciting hands-on design 
challenge, where participants stepped into the role of aerospace engineers to 
conceptualize launch vehicles capable of meeting the mission requirements and 
performance goals needed to deliver a 50 kg payload into orbit. 
 
Students who completed the design challenge objectives received Certificate of 
Completion for their efforts. To recognize exceptional performance, three participants 
who demonstrated outstanding technical knowledge, analytical thinking, and innovative 
design solutions were also awarded a Merit Certificate. 
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5.4.3. Ph.D. Viva-Voce Examination of Mr Abhishek Khare 

(2020PHXF0006U) 
 
Mr Abhishek Khare successfully completed PhD Viva-Voce Examination on the topic 
"Design and Development of Passive Micro Vortex Generators (MVGs) for Aerospace 
Applications", conducted under the guidance of Prof. Shashank Khurana on 30 June 
2026. Prof. AM Pradeep, Professor (HAG), Department of Aerospace Engineering, IIT 
Bombay, India, served as the External Examiner and Chairman of the Examination 
Committee. The examination was attended by students, faculty members and industry 
personnel, through in-person and virtual participation. 
 

  
 

 
 

5.4.4. Industry Connect Course - Prime Movers and Fluid Machines 

 

In the month of June, the Industry Connect Lectures Series was delivered by Mr 
Gaurav Kapoor, IMEA Regional Key Account Manager for District Energy at Grundfos, 
as part of the course ME F341 Prime Movers and Fluid Machines, instructed by Prof. 
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Shashank Khurana. The lectures provided practical industrial insights into how 
centrifugal pumps, as a key fluid machine, are used, selected, and optimised in real 
systems. It covered performance behaviour, velocity triangles, affinity laws, system 
curves, efficiency improvement, cavitation issues, and failure diagnostics. Applications 
spanned HVAC, plumbing, and wastewater systems with modern digital control 
integration. The lectures also connected engineering practice with sustainability 
through LEED standards, energy audits, and district cooling solutions for smarter, 
efficient infrastructure. 

 

  
 

5.5. Department of Computer Science 
 

5.5.1. General Updates 
 
PhD Thesis Examiner 

1. Elakkiya R reviewed a doctoral thesis titled “Near-infrared Hyperspectral 
Imaging for Quality Evaluation of Seeds Using Machine Learning Techniques” 
for RMIT University, Australia on 3 May 2026. 

 
Invited Talks 
 

1. Prof. Sujala D. Shetty delivered an  Invited talk on “Enhancing Human–Robot 
Interaction through AI model evaluation on ROSbot XL with ROS2 Humble” in 
The 9th International Conference on Data Storage and Data Engineering 
(DSDE 2026) held in Chengdu, China on 13 June 2026.  

2. Prof. Elakkiya R delivered a talk on “Redefining Research with AI Tools” at the 
Artificial Intelligence Club, VIT Chennai, organized under the Office of Student 
Welfare, Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT), Chennai on 3 April 2026. 

 

3. Talk on Prompt Engineering by Mr. Sumeet Ranjan,Principal AI Architect, 
Date: 12 March 2026. 

4. Talk on Knowledge Graphs in LLM by Mr. Veer Singh,Head- Analytics & Data 
Science · Redington Middle East and Africa. Date: Thursday 30 April 2026. 
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5. Prof Elakkiya R was invited as a Moderator for the panel discussion on 
"Career Guidance on Industry & Discussion on Future Opportunities" at the 
Research to Reality, an ACM-W Asia Pacific event hosted by Monash 
University, Australia, on 2 June 2026. 
 

 
 

6. Delivered a talk on "From AI Research to Impact: Current Directions and 
Collaborative Opportunities" at the academic exchange visit, sponsored by 
Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Information Technology, Slovenská 
technická univerzita v Bratislave (STU), Slovakia, on 22 June 2026. 
 

 
 

7. Delivered a talk on "AI for Accessible Communication: Towards Intelligent Sign 
Language Technologies" at the International Conference on Bridging the Digital 
Divide for Sustainable Development: A Multidisciplinary Approach organized by 
Central Library, Holy Cross College (Autonomous) and the Academic Library 
Association, Tamil Nadu, on 26 June 2026. 

8. Dr Elakkiya delivered an invited lecture titled "From AI Research to Impact: 
Current Directions and Collaborative Opportunities" to faculty members, 
researchers, and students at FEI STU. The lecture showcased ongoing 
research activities at BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus in artificial intelligence, 
computer vision, and intelligent systems, while also highlighting opportunities 
for collaborative research and international partnerships.  

 

 

Sessions/ Workshops 

 

1. A session on “Software Design Patterns for Data Analytics” was conducted on 
Friday, 27 March 2026, at the Department of Computer Science and 
Engineering, National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, 
India. The session was delivered by Prof. B. Vijayakumar, Department of 
Computer Science, BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus. The program was attended by 
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60 students from the Department of CSE, NIT Tiruchirappalli. The session was 
held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 noon, with a total duration of 90 minutes.   
 

 
 

2. An online session on “Software Design Patterns for Data Analytics” was 
conducted on Wednesday, 15 April 2026, for BPDC students. The session was 
delivered by Prof. B. Vijayakumar, Department of Computer Science, BITS 
Pilani, Dubai Campus. The program was conducted online from Dubai, UAE, 
and was held from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. GST, with a total duration of 90 
minutes.  

3. Dr Andrea Augello, Salvatore Drago, and Dr Ashish Gupta organized the 2nd 
International Workshop on Artificial Intelligence for Cybersecurity (AI-SEC 
2026), in conjunction with the 39th International Conference on Advanced 
Information Networking and Applications at the Victoria University of 
Wellington, New Zealand, from 8 April-10 April 2026. 

4. The CS Department organized an industry-oriented guest session on 9 April 
2026 for second-year Computer Science students as part of the Database 
Systems course, highlighting the real-world relevance of core database 
concepts. Mr Saumya Shah, Operations Specialist, India, MongoDB, 
introduced students to modern database technologies and their applications in 
industry. The session also provided students with an opportunity to engage in 
a hands-on learning experience and earn a recognized skill badge. 
 

  
 

5. An industry session was arranged on 21 April 2026 for the course on Large 
Language Models by Prof. Sujala D. Shetty on Agentic AI. The session was 
delivered by Mr Rahul Sumbly, AI Engineer (Security) at DERIV. The session 
was very insightful as it covered the current industry practices on safe use of 
Agents in production. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrea-augello-745a26159/
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Journal Publications 

1. Jasmita Malik, Raja Muthalagu, Pranav M. Pawar, and Mithun Mukherjee. 
2026. Cyber risk quantification for adversarial machine learning attacks. 
Comput. Electr. Eng. 131, June 2026.. IF 5.5 (Q1) 

2. Elakkiya R. Deep Reinforcement Learning Empowered Sign Language 
Recognition for Enhanced Accessibility in Smart Home. IEEE Transactions on 
Human-Machine Systems, 2026 June 24; Early Access. doi: 
10.1109/THMS.2026.3695755. IF 4.4 [SCI Expanded, SCImago Q1] 

3. Abdul Mohsin and Sujala D. Shetty, "Scalability Challenges in Process for 
Attack Simulation and Threat Analysis (PASTA) Frameworks: A 
Comprehensive Survey of Current Bottlenecks and Future Directions", IEEE 
Access, Impact Factor: 3.4 (Q1), DOI: 10.1109/ACCESS.2026.3704350 

 
Book and Book Chapter Publications 
 

1. Joseph, Diana Susan, and Pranav M Pawar. “Explainable artificial intelligence 
for plant disease diagnosis.” In Transforming Industries, Empowering Societies, 
pp. 149-162. Elsevier, 2026.  

2.  Chaudhari, S.S., Vijay Chavan, P., Mahalle, P., & Pawar, Pranav. (Eds.). 
(2026). Cognition-based Smart Computing: Foundations, Frameworks, and 
Applications (1st ed.). CRC Press.  

3. Raj, Patinjare Veetil Pravija, Pranav M. Pawar, and Ahmed M. Khedr. "AI-
Driven Optimization of Multi-Objective Task Scheduling in Fog-Assisted IoT 
Environments." Cognition-based Smart Computing. CRC Press, 2026. 1-18. 

4. Saranya, R. and Elakkiya, R., 2026. Machine Learning for Mobile and IoT 
Applications. In Intelligent Mobile and IoT Ecosystems (pp. 89-109). Chapman 
and Hall/CRC. 

Conference Publications 
 

1. Alan Mohan, Shalaka S. Mahadik, Mithun Mukherjee, Pranav M. Pawar, Raja 
Muthalagu, and J. Lloret, “Detecting sentiment steering attacks on RAG-
enabled large language models,” in Proc. IEEE International Conference on 
Communications (ICC 2026), Glasgow, UK, May 24–28, 2026 (Core B 
Conference).  

2. Mitigating Retrieval-Induced Bias in RAG, Balanced Evidence Selection with 
stance and idea coverage, Mustafa Fatehi and Sujala D. Shetty, The 9th 
International Conference on Artificial Intelligence and Big Data, (ICAIBD-2026), 
Chengdu, China, May 29-31,2026.  

3.  J. Kumarappan and E. Rajasekar, "Multi-GR2B-CAN: A Multi-Graph Relational 
Brown Bear Convolutional Attention Network for Real-Time Stock Market Trend 
Nowcasting," 2026 International Conference on Interactive Systems & 
Information Society Technologies (InterSys), Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 

https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003501220
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2026, pp. 1-8, doi: 10.1109/InterSys69825.2026.11565302. (Published: June 
2026, DOI) 

4.  N. Chawla, K. Nagpal, E. Rajasekar and A. A. J. Joseph, "Openhands: A 
Skeleton-Based Graph Convolutional Framework for Large-Scale Sign 
Language Recognition and LLM-Driven Sign Language Generation," 2026 
International Conference on Interactive Systems & Information Society 
Technologies (InterSys), Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 2026, pp. 1-8, doi: 
10.1109/InterSys69825.2026.11565417. (Published: June 2026, DOI) 

 

Research Publications 
 

1. A. Augello, Ashish Gupta, G. L. Re and S. K. Das, "FairRFL: Fair and Robust 
Federated Learning in the Presence of Selfish Clients", IEEE Transactions on 
Emerging Topics in Computing, vol. 14, no. 1, pp. 316-331, 2026.  

2. P. Ranjan, Ashish Gupta, Federico Corò, and S.K. Das , "FedDOT: Defending 
Federated Learning Against Overwhelming Targeted Attacks ", IEEE 
Transactions on Artificial Intelligence, pp 1-14, 2026. 

3. A. Mathur, M. Ruknuddin, and Ashish Gupta,”Can Quantum Federated 
Learning Withstand Circuit Level Backdoors?”, In Proc. 35th International Joint 
Conference on Artificial Intelligence (IJCAI), Bremen, Germany, pp. 1-8, 2026. 
[Core A*] . 

 
Book Proposal Reviews 
 

1. Elakkiya R reviewed a book proposal titled “Advanced Artificial Intelligence in 
Medical Imaging: Algorithms and Clinical Readiness” for Elsevier, based on the 
proposal review questionnaire, on 8 April 2026. 
 

Research Article Reviews 
 

1. Dr Sujala D. Shetty reviewed an article titled Reflections on AI-Mediated 
Learning for Children Toward Child-Centered Design, 2026 International 
Conference on Artificial Intelligence for Health and Education (ICAIHE 2026) 
will be held in Tokyo, Japan from 8 to 10 July 2026. 

2. Dr Sujala D. Shetty reviewed a research paper titled Analyzing the Effect of 
User Tone on Sycophancy in LLMs Based on FES Framework and Sycophancy 
Scores, 2026 International Conference on Artificial Intelligence for Health and 
Education (ICAIHE 2026) will be held in Tokyo, Japan from 8 to 10 July 2026. 

3. Dr Sujala D. Shetty reviewed a research paper titled  Student based 
Behaviour Profiling System : A Multimodal AI Framework for real time 
Classroom Phobic Monitoring in Students Using Monocular Video Stream, 
2026 International Conference on Artificial Intelligence for Health and 
Education (ICAIHE 2026) will be held in Tokyo, Japan from 8 to 10 July 2026. 

4. Dr Sujala D. Shetty reviewed a research paper titled Improving HNSW 
Search Efficiency via Group-Aware Upper-Layer Connectivity Balancing, The 
2026 8th International Conference on Big Data Engineering (BDE 2026) will be 
held in Keio University, Japan (Yagami Campus), Yokohama, Japan during 5-
7 August 2026. 
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5. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Skin Cancer Detection Using 
Proposed Hybrid Swin-CLEO Framework with Clinical multi Explainability 
techniques and Expert Evaluation” in Array, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 26 April 
2026. 

6. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “External Knowledge Guided 
Tuning for Critical Error Detection in Machine Translation” in Mathematics, 
MDPI, Revision 3, on 10 April 2026. 

7. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “CGVNet: Convolutional GPT-
based Vision Network for Emotion Recognition from Sign Language” in 
Knowledge-Based Systems, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 26 April 2026. 

8. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled ‘Saliency-driven Neural Networks 
for Generalizable Speech Emotion Recognition’ in Biomedical Signal 
Processing and Control, Elsevier, Revision 2, on 26 April 2026. 

9. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Golden Ratio-Inspired Fibonacci 
Spiral-based DNA Feature Extraction for Osteoporosis Disease Classification 
from Knee X-ray Images using Attention Infused Deep Bi-GRU Network” in 
Engineering Applications of Artificial Intelligence, Revision 1, on 26 April 2026. 

10. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “A Methodological Comparison for 
Isolated Sign Language Recognition in Spanish Sign Language” in Engineering 
Applications of Artificial Intelligence, Revision 1, on 26 April 2026. 

11. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “RT-DETR-DCEA: A Study on an 
Improved Lightweight Algorithm for Citrus Defect Fruit Detection” in Computers 
and Electronics in Agriculture, Revision 1, on 26 April 2026. 

12. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Hybrid WormNet: a CNN-
Transformer-based model for the recognition of diseased silkworms under 
complex conditions using image and trajectory data” in Computers and 
Electronics in Agriculture, Revision 1, on 26 April 2026. 

13. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “External Knowledge Guided 
Tuning for Critical Error Detection in Machine Translation” in Mathematics, 
MDPI,  Revision 3, on 10 April 2026. 

14. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “ColpoTool: An AI-assisted clinical 
decision-support system for cervical cancer risk estimation and colposcopy 
image analysis” in Computer Methods and Programs in Biomedicine, Elsevier, 
Revision 1, on 8 April 2026. 

15. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Evaluation Framework for 
Transformer and Seq2seq Architectures Using Encryption-based 
Benchmarking with Shared Hyperparameters and Robustness Analysis under 
Resource Constraints” in Array, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 8 April 2026. 

16. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “A Mathematical Optimization 
Framework for Deep Learning-Based Spoken Language Recognition” in 
Mathematics, MDPI, Revision 1, on 8 April 2026. 

17. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “External Knowledge Guided 
Tuning for Critical Error Detection in Machine Translation” in Mathematics, 
MDPI,  Revision 2, on 8 April 2026. 

18. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Integrating Deep Learning with 
Mamdani–Sugeno Fuzzy Systems for Adaptive Music Teaching Effectiveness” 
in Scientific Reports, Springer Nature, Revision 1.0, on 8 April 2026. 

19. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled ‘Epileptic Seizure Detection from 
EEG via a Mixture-Component Hidden Markov Scale Mixture Model and Cross-
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Band Integration’ in Biomedical Signal Processing and Control, Elsevier, 
Revision 0,  on 21 December 2025. 

20. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Mixture of Experts based 
medication recommendation for multimorbidity” in Expert Systems With 
Applications, Revision 1, on 8 April 2026. 

21. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Arbitrary Single-Lead to 12-Lead 
ECG Reconstruction via Convolutional Mamba-UNet with Physiological 
Constraints” in Neurocomputing, Elsevier, Revision 0, on 8 April 2026. 

22. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled ‘Reinforcement learning-enhanced 
multi-strategy cuckoo search algorithm to solve combined economic emission 
dispatch problems’ in Ain Shams Engineering Journal, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 
8 April 2026. 

23. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled ‘Latent Path Distillation: 
Interpretable and Robust Multi-Agent Coordination via Information-Theoretic 
Optimization’ in ACL 2026 Workshop on Trustworthy NLP (TrustNLP), Revision 
0, on 2April 2026. 

24. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled ‘IRONCLAD: Retrieval-Augmented 
Benign Rewriting for Defending Against Data Poisoning Attacks in LLMs’ in ACL 
2026 Workshop on Trustworthy NLP (TrustNLP), Revision 0, on 2April 2026. 

25. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled ‘Consent as a Runtime Safety 
Constraint for LLM Agents’ in ACL 2026 Workshop on Trustworthy NLP 
(TrustNLP), Revision 0, on 2April 2026. 

26. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled ‘Linear Probes Detecting Task 
Format, Not Reasoning Mode in Language Model Hidden States’ in ACL 2026 
Workshop on Trustworthy NLP (TrustNLP), Revision 0, on 2April 2026. 

Paper Reviews 
 

1. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “BADPatch: Black-box Adversarial 
Depth Patch for Inducing Vehicle Vanishing on Monocular Depth Estimation” in 
IEEE Transactions on Intelligent Transportation Systems, IEEE, Revision 2, on 
26 May 2026. 

2. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Clinically-Aligned Explainable AI 
for Atrial Fibrillation Detection: A U-Net Inspired Multi-Lead ECG Analysis 
Framework” in Computer Methods and Programs in Biomedicine, Elsevier, 
Revision 2, on 26 May 2026. 

3. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “LLM Post-Training to Enhance 
Knowledge Extraction from Specialist Domains: Teaching LLMs User Forum 
Creole” in Machine Learning and Knowledge Extraction, MDPI, Revision 1, on 
26 May 2026. 

4. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “PIP-PACA: An Interpretable Image 
Classification Framework via Prototype-Aware Clustering Attention” in Journal 
of Imaging, MDPI, Revision 1, on 26 May 2026. 

5. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Epileptic Seizure Detection from 
EEG via a Mixture-Component Hidden Markov Scale Mixture Model and Cross-
Band Integration” in Biomedical Signal Processing and Control, Elsevier, 
Revision 2, on 26 May 2026. 

6. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Multi-Class Diabetic Retinopathy 
Severity Classification Using Inception-V3 Transfer Learning with SGDM and 
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Nesterov Accelerated Gradient” in Discover Computing, Springer Nature, 
Revision 2.1, on 6 May 2026. 

7. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Explainable Attention-Based GRU 
with Dilated Separable Convolutions for Retinal Disease Detection” in Discover 
Computing, Springer Nature, Revision 1, on 26 May 2026. 

8. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “TurkSign446: A Comprehensive 
Dataset and Hybrid Deep Learning Approach for Real-Time Turkish Sign 
Language Recognition” in Pattern Analysis and Applications, Springer Nature, 
Revision 2.0, on 26 May 2026. 

9. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Explainable Federated Hybrid 
CNN with VGG, Residual, and Dense Blocks for Brain Tumor MRI 
Classification” in Discover Computing, Springer Nature, Revision 2.0, on 26 
May 2026. 

10. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “A Lightweight Hybrid CNN 
Framework with Multi-Filter Feature Selection and Selective Opposition-Based 
Grey Wolf Optimization for Gastrointestinal Image Classification” in Discover 
Computing, Springer Nature, Revision 1.1, on 26 May 2026. 

11. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Named Entities and Contextual 
Sentiment in Uzbek Social Media” in Array, Elsevier, Revision 0, on 26 May 
2026. 

12. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Causal Meta-GNN for Cross-
Domain QoE Prediction in Metaverse and AR/VR Systems” in IEEE 
Transactions on Emerging Topics in Computational Intelligence, IEEE, 
Revision 0, on 26 May 2026. 

13. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Computer Vision in Wildlife 
Conservation: A Semi-Automated Review” in Ecological Informatics, Elsevier, 
Revision 1, on 26 May 2026. 

14. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Forecasting and Real-Time 
Detection of Neonatal Seizures: A Machine Learning Perspective” in Computer 
Methods and Programs in Biomedicine, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 26 May 2026. 

15. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Leakage-Aware, Calibrated, and 
Explainable Deep Learning for Robust Almond Disease Classification” in 
Computers and Electronics in Agriculture, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 26 May 
2026. 

16. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Arbitrary Single-Lead to 12-Lead 
ECG Reconstruction via Convolutional Mamba-Unet with Physiological 
Constraints” in Neurocomputing, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 26 May 2026. 

17. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “THAC-Seg: Topology-Hierarchical 
Attention Contrastive Network for Interpretable Cervical Lesion Segmentation” 
in Biomedical Signal Processing and Control, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 26 May 
2026. 

18. Dr Sujala D. Shetty reviewed 4 papers for the 35th International Conference on 
Artificial Neural Networks ICANN 2026 to be held between 14–17 September 
2026 in Padua, Italy. 

19. Dr Sujala D. Shetty reviewed a paper for Concurrency and Computation: 
Practice and Experience   completed on 11 May 2026. 

20. Dr Sujala D. Shetty reviewed a paper for  Frontiers in Radiology on May 
11,2026. 

21. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Learning Local-to-Whole Point 
Cloud Representations via Physics-Guided Elastic Responses” in the 34th ACM 
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International Conference on Multimedia (Core A*/ACM Multimedia 2026), Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, on 6 May 2026. 

22. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “MTFAL-Net: Multi-Task Facial 
Acupoint Localization Network with Facial Landmark Guidance” in the 34th ACM 
International Conference on Multimedia (Core A*/ACM Multimedia 2026), Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, on 6 May 2026. 

23. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Hyperbolic Prototypes with WFR 
Alignment for Domain Incremental Medical Segmentation with Unsupervised 
Subsequent Domains” in the 34th ACM International Conference on Multimedia 
(Core A*/ACM Multimedia 2026), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on 6 May 2026. 

24. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “AI Framework for 
Ethnochoreology: Computational Classification of Bharatanatyam Dance 
Movements using ViTs & Video Analytics” in Scientific Reports, Springer 
Nature, Revision 2.1, on 6 May 2026. 

25. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Audio Based Emotion Recognition 
Using Hybrid CNN-LSTM with Engineered Acoustic Features” in Discover 
Applied Sciences, Springer Nature, Revision 2.0, on 6 May 2026. 

26. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Multi-Class Diabetic Retinopathy 
Severity Classification Using Inception-V3 Transfer Learning with SGDM and 
Nesterov Accelerated Gradient” in Discover Computing, Springer Nature, 
Revision 2.0, on 6 May 2026. 

27. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “A Machine Learning-Based Real 
Time Decision Support System for Enhancing College Table Tennis and 
Strategic Learning” in Discover Artificial Intelligence, Springer Nature, Revision 
1.0, on 6 May 2026. 

28. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Hybrid Quantum-Classical 
Machine Learning for Industrial Multi-Anomaly Detection via Single Acoustic 
Sensor” in Scientific Reports, Springer Nature, Revision 7.0, on 6 May 2026. 

29. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled ‘Clinically-Aligned Explainable AI 
for Atrial Fibrillation Detection A U-Net Inspired Multi-Lead ECG Analysis 
Framework’ in Computer Methods and Programs in Biomedicine, Elsevier, 
Revision 1, on 6 May 202. 

30. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “Mixture of Experts based 
medication recommendation for multimorbidity” in Expert Systems With 
Applications, Revision 2, on 6 May 2026. 

31. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled “A Mathematical Optimization 
Framework for Deep Learning-Based Spoken Language Recognition” in 
Mathematics, MDPI, Revision 2, on 8 April 2026. 

32. Elakkiya R reviewed a manuscript titled "RACER: Reinforced Agent 
Collaboration for Explainable Reasoning on Knowledge Graphs" submitted to 
ICONIP 2026 (Core B) on 14 June 2026. 

33. Elakkiya R reviewed a manuscript titled "SproutNet: A Bio-inspired Hierarchical 
Conditional Framework for Fine-Grained Retinal Vessel Segmentation" 
submitted to ICONIP 2026 (Core B) on 14 June 2026. 

34. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled "Modified G-Net an Age Specific 
Identification of Alzheimer's Based on Secure Health Care System" in Scientific 
Reports, Springer Nature, Revision 3, on 14 June 2026. 

35. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled "Audio Based Neurological Risk 
Assessment Using Brain Inspired Data Engineering" in Scientific Reports, 
Springer Nature, Revision 3, on 14 June 2026. 
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36. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled "A Machine Learning-Based Real-
Time Decision Support System for College Table Tennis" in Discover Artificial 
Intelligence, Springer Nature, Revision 2, on 14 June 2026. 

37. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled "TCM-MAC: Temporal Chaotic 
Mapping-assisted Multi-view Attention Coding for Spiking Neural Networks" in 
Information Sciences, Elsevier, Revision 0, on 14 June 2026. 

38. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled "Mixture of Experts based 
medication recommendation for multimorbidity" in Expert Systems With 
Applications, Revision 3, on 14 June 2026. 

39. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled "AI-Driven Decision Support for 
University Timetabling: A Multi-Agent Reinforcement Learning Approach" in 
Engineering Applications of Artificial Intelligence, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 14 
June 2026. 

40. Elakkiya R reviewed a research paper titled "Enhancing Cervical Cancer 
Diagnosis Through Segmentation and Classification of Cancerous Regions 
Using a Hybrid Metaheuristic-Optimized Deep Learning Framework" in 
Biomedical Signal Processing and Control, Elsevier, Revision 1, on 14 June 
2026. 

41. Elakkiya R reviewed an innovation submission titled "Guardian Track – Social 
Technological Innovation Award" under the Gandhian Young Technological 
Innovation (GYTI) Awards 2025, Participant ID 17323, on 13 June 2026. 

42. Elakkiya R reviewed an innovation submission titled "AI + Quantum-Based 
Delivery Route Optimization System" under the Gandhian Young Technological 
Innovation (GYTI) Awards 2025, Participant ID 17373, on 13 June 2026. 

43. Elakkiya R reviewed an innovation submission titled "PrintHub – Smart Campus 
Printing Platform" under the Gandhian Young Technological Innovation (GYTI) 
Awards 2025, Participant ID 17374, on 13 June 2026. 

44. Elakkiya R reviewed an innovation submission titled "AapatMitra – Smart 
Emergency Response & Disaster Management System" under the Gandhian 
Young Technological Innovation (GYTI) Awards 2025, Participant ID 17375, on 
13 June 2026. 

45. Elakkiya R reviewed an innovation submission titled "Railway Timetable 
Conflict Detection and Resolution" under the Gandhian Young Technological 
Innovation (GYTI) Awards 2025, Participant ID 17388, on 13 June 2026. 

46. Elakkiya R reviewed an innovation submission titled “AI + Quantum-Based 
Delivery Route Optimization System” under the Gandhian Young Technological 
Innovation (GYTI) Awards 2025, Participant ID 17373, on 13 June 2026. 

47. Elakkiya R reviewed an innovation submission titled “PrintHub – Smart Campus 
Printing Platform” under the Gandhian Young Technological Innovation (GYTI) 
Awards 2025, Participant ID 17374, on 13 June 2026. 

48. Elakkiya R reviewed an innovation submission titled “AapatMitra – Smart 
Emergency Response & Disaster Management System” under the Gandhian 
Young Technological Innovation (GYTI) Awards 2025, Participant ID 17375, on 
13 June 2026. 

49. Elakkiya R reviewed an innovation submission titled “Railway Timetable 
Conflict Detection and Resolution” under the Gandhian Young Technological 
Innovation (GYTI) Awards 2025, Participant ID 17388, on 13 June 2026. 
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5.5.2. Fourth International Conference on Interactive Systems & 

Information Society Technologies (InterSys 2026) 
 

The Fourth International Conference on Interactive Systems & Information Society 
Technologies (InterSys 2026) was successfully hosted at BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus 
(BPDC) on 18–19 May 2026. Organized by APPCAIR and the Department of 
Computer Science, the prominent event was held in strategic association with ITMO 
University (Russia), Novosibirsk State Technical University (Russia), and the Federal 
University of Technology, Paraná (Brazil). Formed as a core component of the 
prestigious 29th International Conference on Internet and Modern Society (IMS-2026), 
InterSys 2026 served as a premier global platform for researchers, academicians, and 
industry leaders to dissect cutting-edge advancements in Artificial Intelligence, 
Cybersecurity, Smart Systems, and Healthcare Technologies. 
 
The conference was jointly spearheaded by an esteemed panel of international co-
chairs: Prof. Elakkiya R (BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus, UAE), Prof. Maxim Bakaev 
(NSTU, Russia), Prof. Roberto Pereira (UFPR, Brazil), and Prof. Boris Nizomutdinov 
(ITMO University, Russia). Bolstered by an international technical committee, the 
conference maintained an exceptionally high academic standard. Out of 196 paper 
submissions received globally, a rigorous blind peer-review process managed by 90 
independent experts resulted in the selection of just 32 papers (27 oral and 5 poster 
presentations). This highly selective 16.3% acceptance rate underscores the strict 
technical merit, originality, and significance demanded by the organizers. 
 
The extensive technical program spanned a full day of presentations across diverse 
domains such as Explainable AI, Quantum Security, Edge AI, and Smart 
Infrastructure. Seamlessly coordinated by 16 Session Chairs and 18 Session Hosts, 
the presentations facilitated vibrant cross-border knowledge exchange among 76 
international participants. To celebrate exceptional research and innovation, the 
conference honored seven outstanding papers with the coveted Best Paper Awards,  
 
Paper ID 122- Hybrid Multi-Modal Cross-Attention Network for Melanoma and Multi-
Class Skin Lesion Detection: Integrating Concentric Ring Analysis with Deep Visual 
Features 
 
Paper ID 149- Intelligent Learning Management System Leveraging AI for Real Time 
CLO Monitoring and Personalized Instruction 
 
Paper ID 102- AI for Precision Agriculture: AgriAssistant for Sugarcane Yellow Leaf 
Disease Control Framework 
Paper ID 22- A Socially Inclusive Explainable AI Framework for Adaptive Public-
Service Interaction Systems 
 
Paper ID 33- Modelling and Optimization of Renewable Energy-Based Rural 
Electrification Solutions 
 
Paper ID 70- Design and Simulation of a Model Predictive Control Based Flight Control 
Technique 
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Paper ID 101- Efficient Pavement Crack Detection Using a Lightweight CNN 
Architecture 
 
These papers were selected based on technical merit, innovation, practical relevance, 
and presentation quality as evaluated by the respective session chairs. 
 
The landmark event culminated in a formal valedictory session led by Prof. Souri 
Banerjee, Director of BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus. Prof. Banerjee expressed profound 
appreciation to the authors, reviewers, organizing committees, and student volunteers 
whose combined dedication drove the event’s monumental success. The ceremony 
concluded with the distribution of certificates, mementos, and awards to the session 
leads and winning authors, successfully cementing InterSys 2026 as a definitive 
international forum for high-quality research and collaborative technological 
advancement. 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 



 

41 
 

5.5.3. Five-Day Online Faculty Development Program on “Agentic AI: 
From Autonomous Decision-Making to Real-World 
Applications” 

A Five-Day Online Faculty Development Program on “Agentic AI: From Autonomous 
Decision-Making to Real-World Applications” was conducted from 18 to 22 May 2026, 
at Vishwakarma Institute of Technology, Pune. The FDP was conducted by Prof. 
Mithun Mukherjee and Prof. Pranav M. Pawar and witnessed participation from more 
than 300 participants. 

The program covered the foundations of Agentic AI, LLM-powered agents, multi-agent 
systems, IoT-enabled intelligent agents, and deployment strategies for real-world 
applications. Participants were introduced to intelligent agents, system architectures, 
prompt engineering, tool usage, function calling, and modern multi-agent frameworks. 
Each day included hands-on sessions where participants built rule-based agents, 
assistant agents, multi-agent workflows, and IoT-enabled intelligent agents. The 
program concluded with deployment strategies across cloud and edge platforms, 
followed by a capstone project where participants developed and presented their 
solutions. 

  

5.5.4. MongoDB Session for HD Students 

The Department of Computer Science organized a special session in collaboration 
with MongoDB Inc. for M.E. in Software Systems students on Friday, 10 April 2026. 

The primary objective of the session was to bridge the gap between academia and 
industry by exposing students to real-world database applications and practices. The 
session was conducted by Mr Darshan, MongoDB Engineer who delivered an 
engaging and insightful talk supported by practical use cases from industry platforms 
such as Blinkit, Noon. These real-time examples enabled students to better 
understand the relevance and application of advanced database systems in modern 
computing environments.  

During the session, key topics such as general-purpose databases, polymorphic data 
models, and graph databases were discussed. Mr. Darshan also provided a 
comprehensive explanation of the need for NoSQL databases and elaborated on 
important concepts like the CAP theorem, document stores. The session emphasized 
practical understanding, allowing students to connect theoretical knowledge with 
industry requirements. 
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The students actively participated in the session, demonstrating enthusiasm and 
engagement while gaining valuable insights from industry expertise. Overall, the 
session was highly informative, interactive, and enriching. 

As part of this collaboration, MongoDB Inc. has offered HD students an opportunity to 
avail one free attempt for the Associate DBA/Associate Developer certification, along 
with digital badges. These badges can be showcased on professional platforms such 
as LinkedIn, enhancing students’ professional visibility. The computer science 
department expresses sincere appreciation to Mr Darshan for delivering an insightful 
and impactful session.  

  
 
 

5.5.5. Workshop on QoS-Aware Security and Privacy for AI-Driven 
Digital Twin and Metaverse Systems (QSP-AI-MetaTwin) 

The Workshop on QoS-Aware Security and Privacy for AI-Driven Digital Twin and 
Metaverse Systems (QSP-AI-MetaTwin) was co-located with IWQoS 2026, a CORE 
B conference, held on 29 June 2026, in Istanbul, Turkey. The workshop focused on 
emerging research challenges in AI-driven Digital Twin and Metaverse systems, 
particularly in the context of large-scale data exchange, edge-cloud infrastructures, 
and strict Quality of Service (QoS) requirements. The workshop was organized in 
collaboration with Beihang University, China; University of Sharjah, UAE; and RMIT 
University, Australia. It received 15 paper submissions, out of which 4 quality papers 
were shortlisted and registered after review. The workshop witnessed participation 
from UAE, Turkey, India, USA, and other countries, reflecting its international 
relevance and outreach. The paper titled "QoS, Privacy, and Security Challenges in 
Deploying Metaverse-Based Virtual Reality Learning for Children with Dyslexia: A 
Case Study" by Reem Salem, Omar Alfandi, and Mousa Al-kfairy from the College of 
Technological Innovation (CTI), Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, UAE, received the Best 
Paper Award. The workshop was organized by Prof. Mithun Mukherjee, Prof. Pranav 
M. Pawar, and Prof. Raja M. 
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5.5.6. Academic Exchange Visit 

Dr Elakkiya R visited the Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Information Technology 
(FEI STU) as part of an academic exchange visit to the Slovak University of 
Technology in Bratislava (STU), Slovakia, from 22 to 24 June 2026, to strengthen 
international research collaborations and explore opportunities for joint academic 
initiatives. The visit included meetings with the university leadership, including Vice-
Deans and the Director of the Institute of Automotive Mechatronics, to discuss 
potential collaborations in Master's and PhD programmes, joint research, faculty 
exchange, and student mobility between STU and BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus. 

During the visit, Dr Elakkiya toured several research laboratories and facilities, 
including the Energy Systems Laboratory, Autonomous Mechatronic Systems 
Laboratory, Automotive Mechatronics Laboratory, and Digital Twin research facilities. 
The visit also provided exposure to STU's European-funded research ecosystem, 
advanced battery research laboratories, power semiconductor and chip manufacturing 
facilities established in collaboration with Taiwan-based research partners, 
rehabilitation robotics laboratories, space engineering initiatives, and autonomous 
vehicle research programmes conducted in collaboration with industry partners such 
as Škoda, Kia, and Volvo. The academic visit also included the Slovak Academy of 
Sciences (SAS), where Dr Elakkiya visited the Speech Processing and Speech 
Synthesis Laboratory and explored Slovakia's national high-performance computing 
ecosystem. Guided by the HPC team, the visit included the newly commissioned 
PERUN supercomputer, capable of delivering up to 14.5 PFLOP/s for large-scale 
scientific simulations and artificial intelligence workloads, the DEVANA computing 
cluster, and the national HPC infrastructure supporting research across Slovakia. The 
visit concluded with the Museum of Historical Computing Technology, providing 
insights into the evolution of computing systems and technologies.  

The visit strengthened institutional relationships between BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus, 
the Slovak University of Technology, and the Slovak Academy of Sciences, laying the 
foundation for future collaborations in postgraduate education, joint research, high-
performance computing, artificial intelligence, and interdisciplinary engineering.  
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