


Editor's Message

Dear Readers,

You have tn your hand, the Institute’s in-
house magazine @bitsdubai which covers
the events, of II Semester 2008-09. The
magazine also has contributions from our
students in areas, which are non-academic
but intellectual such as poetry, essay, etc.

The events covered veflect the scale and
diversity of activities at BPD in the last
semester vanging from academics to
sports, cultural and other activities. What
is veported are only the most significant
activities, however several activities that
take place at BPD on a day-today or week to
week or a fortnightly basis are not veflected,
for want of space.

Our students have been vregularly
participating and winning laurels from
local and ter university competitions,
though at the same time, our students have
not lost their focus on academic pursuit.
The increasing numbeyr of students being
admitted year after year to world class
institutions (ike Stanford, Cornell, Texas A
& M etc. and also getting employed in world
class MNCs are indicators of this fact.

Parallely, there are constant efforts by
the BPD wmanagement to enhance the
nfrastructural facilities for our students
to provide them with bigger and better
opportunities for growth and development.

This is the 12th issue of @bitsdubai, and we
have not missed a single issue. It is entirely
due to the dedication and hard work of the
students in the Editorial Board.

I congratulate the members of the Editorial
Board for this issue which is the culmination
of their sincere efforts.

Prof. (Dr.) M. Ramachandran
‘Director, BITS, Pilani - Dubai
Editor In Chief, @bitsdubai
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Olympic Winner Visits BPD

Every good Sports Meet requires a Torch Lighting
Ceremony and every good Torch Lighting
Ceremony requires a memorable Chief Guest
to do the honours. Mohammed Ali played the
part quite famously at the 1996 Atlanta Olympic
Games and BITS, Pilani — Dubai recreated the
magic of that ‘Ali moment’ for itself when on
April 5, the Olympic Bronze Medal Winning
Boxer, Mr. Vijender Singh lit the torch to signal
the commencement of the 6th edition of the
annual BITS Sports Festival.

Adding to the importance of the occasion was
the fact that not only was this the first time a
ceremony of such magnitude had taken place at
BPD, but it was in fact the first of its kind to take
place anywhere in the UAE. An entire day was
required to encompass the fanfare surrounding
just this one moment.

It all began with a massive Torch Rally that
included well in excess of 300 students.
This involved all the athletes, volunteers and
organizers who ran alongside the selected Torch

-Piyush Singh

Bearers over a 2.5 km long route that began at
the DIAC Campus and ended at our Institute’s
entrance. As the culmination of the rally neared,
with the procession having reached the BPD
gates, Prof. (Dr) M. Ramachandran, who was
the penultimate Torch-Bearer handed the Torch
over to the Chief Guest, Mr. Vijender Singh
accompanied by tumultuous applause from the
crowd. Mr. Singh then completed the remaining
distance to the BSF lamp and set it alight to
signal commencement of the Meet.

With the crowd refusing to let the champion go
without saying a few words, Vijender addressed
them, candidly admitting that he was completely
overwhelmed by the BITSians’ support for him.
He also commented that it was heartening to
see such a huge fan-following even for sports
like boxing, which are often neglected. He also
wished the best of successes to the organizers
of BSF 2009 and expressed his desire to have a
look at the venues and preparations for the event
personally. Almost on cue, Mr. M. Rafiuddin -




the man behind the success of the BITS Sports
Festival, escorted him away from the podium to
give him a whirlwind tour of the various sports
that were being conducted all over the Campus.

Before this though came a stopover at the office
of the Director, where an interview and photo-op
with the Press had been arranged. There were T.V,
Radio and Newspaper Correspondents from all
over the UAE who had come to cover every word
that the Olympic hero had to say.

After this brief téte-a-téte with the Press, he was
given a tour of the college sports facilities by Mr.
Rafiuddin. Coincident with his arrival was the
conclusion of the first ever Inter-University Boxing
Coaching Camp that was also a part of the BITS
Sports Festival - 2010. It was something out of
a dream for the dozen or so budding boxers
as the Olympic Bronze Medal Winner oversaw
their final training session. Vijender was himself
extremely excited at seeing the enthusiasm of
the attendees and duly took some time out to
give a few valuable tips to the youngsters.

And thus the visit ended. And though it was
short (much like the way Vijender admitted he
likes to keep his matches!), nevertheless BPD had
been smitten by the confidence and charisma of
the young man from Bhiwani and and completely
taken him to heartThis fact was more than evident
when the pugilist made an encore appearance
at the BSF Awards Ceremony a week later. Once
more he was assailed by a flood of fans eager to
get either a photograph or an autograph from the
champion. He was also humble enough to oblige
as many as he could before leaving. He also had a
message for all BITSians as he received a memento
from the Director on the behalf of the Institute, “I
have not set out to gain adoration. What would
really please me would be for you youngsters to
carry forward what | have started and bring more
sporting glory to our country.” Amen to that!




ENGINuity 2009

- Piyush Singh

BITS, Pilani - Dubai joined its cousins
in Goa and Pilani in organising
a National Level Inter-College
Technology Festival by holding
‘ENGINuity 2009’ on February 25 and
26 of this year. The fest, which was the
brainchild of three students: Abhinav
Gupta (IVth Year), Piyush Singh and
Rohan Trikha (both llird Year) was
supported through the efforts of the
Deans, Dr. G. Vijaya and Dr. Tanmay
Panda.

The word ‘ENGINuity’ is a play on
‘An  Engineer’s Ingenuity’, an apt
name considering the level of
technical expertise and engineering

acumen that was demanded of the
participants who came from over 6
of the very best Universities of the
U.A.E.

The events comprising ENGINuity were Computer
Gaming, Computer Programming, 'Jargon’ (a Tech
Quiz), Bridge Building and an On-the-spot Model
Making competition. The Computer Gaming
competition emerged to be a popular one
among the students. The participants competed
in COUNTER STRIKE 1.6 (shooting game), FIFA
09( a soccer game) and Defence of the Ancients
(DotA) (a war craft game).

The Computer Programming Competition
challenged the participants to prove their
programming skills in one of three programming
languages.

“Jargon”, the tech-themed quiz tested the
participating students’ knowledge on various
science and technology related topics.

The Bridge Building competition was a unique
designing competition where the students were
supposed to design a self supported bridge
capable of withstanding static load on the
pathway, using only drinking straws and tape. The
competition was an excellent example of being
creative with minimum resources which is the
need of the world today.

The ‘On the Spot Model Making’ gave a simple
task of making two paper planes using a single

Dr. Eesa Bastaki, CHAIRMAN, IEEE, UAE

sheet of paper for each plane but the challenge
was to make one of them travel the maximum
distance and the other to stay airborne for the
maximum amount of time. This event in fact drew
the maximum participation.

The entire event got off to quite a spectacular
beginning with the Inauguration ceremony for
which the Chief Guest was the Secretary of the
I[EEE — UAE branch, Mr. Eesa Bastaki. Mr. Bastaki
also committed the wholehearted support of
his organisation to ENGINuity so that it could
become an even greater success. The next two
days were a gala of competitions, which provided
a rare opportunity for students from the various
universities to interact with one another and
also get involved in the side attractions that
accompanied ENGINuity, such as the food stalls
that had been put up all over Campus.

The events themselves were quite keenly
contested but BPD had that little extra in the
majority of the events to finish as the Best Overall
College, having finished first in the maximum
number of events. Winners and Runners-Up
in all the events got prizes sponsored by big
names such as Seimens, Bosch, Razer, Radio
105.4 and IEEE.




Computer Programming

WINNING TEAM (BPD):
Mohit Daga, Zane Bastian, Agnelo Dias

This event not only challenged the programming
skills of the participants but also tested their ba-
sic logic and intuitiveness.

A total of four teams were there in the final round,
two each from MAHE Manipal and the hosts
BITS, Pilani - Dubai. Each team had to solve a
maximum of 7 questions in three hours.

‘Jargon': A Tech Quiz

WINNING TEAM (BPD):

C. Sriram, Raghav Khullar

The quiz was designed to test the technical and
technological acumen of the participants and
the questions covered both these areas right
from historical trivia to the most current trends.

There were a total of six teams in the final round,
three each from MAHE Manipal and the hosts
BITS, Pilani - Dubai. Each team consisted of two
members.

WINNING TEAM (BPD):
AshishKumar,DivyaMehta,KaranChaudhary

The participants had to construct a load bearing
bridge-like structure from the materials given to
them, in two hours. Each team comprised of 3
members and they were supplied with masking
and cello tape, straws and a pair of scissors.

The participants were from MAHE, IMT, MGU
and the hosts, BPD.




On the Spot Model Making

Computer Gaming

This event presented the participants with the
task of making two paper plane models, one each
from anA3 and an A4 sized sheet of paper. Their
objectives were to make one plane stay airborne
for the longest duration and to make the other
cover the maximum horizontal distance.

A total of 48 teams took part in this open event
with colleges like MAHE, MGU, IITM, IMT and
Middlesex going up against teams from BPD.

Winning Team:
Chirag Agarwal, Shobhit Agarwal,
Siddhant Agarwal

This event drew the greatest participation as well
as the maximum audience, with the contestants
going up against one another in Counter Strike
1.6, FIFA 09 and DotA

The participating colleges were MAHE, MGU, IITM,
IMT and Heriot Watt. Each category had plenty
of thrills to provide and the finals for each were
tightly contested.

Counter Strike 1.6

Winning team: 'nP.|' (BPD)
Runners-Up: 'S3X' (MGU)

FIFA 08

Winner: Aditya Somani (BPD)
Runners-Up: Pavee Raheja (BPD)

DotA
Winning Team: 'Death|Wish'



Game On 2009

With an inspired tagline of 'War is in the Air', the
second edition of the annual intra-college Cyber
Sport competition, “Game On”, was held between
February 12 and 15 2009, as huge crowds thronged
the Sports Complex in readiness for virtual
warfare. Building on from the success of last
year's inaugural event, this year attracted massive
participation of around 215 students competing
in four different games. The finals for these were
attended by an audience of around 150 students.

AUS Racquet
Tournament

The 4th AUS Men’s Inter University Racquet
Tournament 2009 was conducted from February
25 - 27 at the American University of Sharjah. The
participating universities included AUS, BITS-
Dubai, UOWD, University of Sharjah, Preston
University, Al Ghurair University and ECMIT,
making the tournament a hugely prestigious one.

The categories of sports were Badminton, Lawn
Tennis, Squash, and Table Tennis, each of which
was hotly contested with many close encounters.
Out of these, BPD bagged accolades in Badminton,
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Winners ( Death|Wish ):
Rahul Kumar, Rohit Gadde, Vidur
Khanna

Suraj Rajan, Reejo Samuels

FIFA 08

Winner: Piyush Singh

COUNTER STRIKE 1.6

Winning Team ( nP| ):

Abhijit V. Kumar, Amit Verma, Mathew
John, Rohan Trikha, Sahil Dhingra

Call of Duty 4

Winning Team ( Killer Ninjas ):
Abhishek Lamba, Ahmed Mazhar
Alok Vyas, Sagar, Aalesh

Squash and Table Tennis.

The team of Ketan Nanda, Amit
Purohit, J Swaraj, Akshay Madan
and Rohitashya Banerjee stood 1st
in Table Tennis, defeating UOWD
after a tight final that went down to
a dramatic final set. In Badminton,
Sumit Ghorawat, Ajinkya Pandey,
Sameer Lele, Nitin Agarwal and
Madhur Bansal came extremely
close to pulling off an upset win
over a strong AUS team in the finals
but eventually had to settle for the
Runners Up Position. Finally, the
team of Rahul Choudhary, Rohit
Choudhary, Ayush Agarwal and
Nikunj Agarwal stood 3rd in Squash.
The Contingent was accompanied
by the Badminton Coach M.
Rafiuddin, Squash Coach M. Saleem
and Table Tennis Coach Mr. Pradeep.




Sparks ‘09

BITS, Pilani — Dubai held its first ever weeklong
cultural extravaganza, christened ‘Sparks ‘09’, over
five days from March 15 - 19. The intra-college
event consisted of 19 competitions covering the
entire spectrum of cultural activities and saw more
than 500 students taking part.

The fest was inaugurated by the Director BPD -
Prof. (Dr) M. Ramachandran with the lighting of
the lamp, which was followed by an enthralling
classical-dance performance by the BPD students.
This though was just a precursor to the gamut of
competitions that would follow in the subsequent
days, all of which were jam-packed with a wide
variety of events.

Day 1: Sparks was kick started by the B'Quizzed
Elimination, a written quiz competition that would
select the six students who would go on to
represent the institute at B'Quizzed 2009, BPD's
very own inter-college quiz competition. This was
followed by the Collage Making competition, for
which the participants had to choose between
two themes - “Recycling” and “Environmental
Consciousness in Everyday Life”. The Literary Club
also held an event on the first day called ‘Poetica’
in which, as the name suggests, participants had
to compose a poem based on their interpretation

of a given painting within the bounds of the
rhyming scheme given to them.

Day 2: The ever popular Sudoku competition was
held, which yet again saw massive participation
from the students. Day 2 also saw an exciting
new event take place called The JAM Session,
which was a fast paced, no holds barred oratory
contest in which each participant had to try to
speak for the maximum time without giving
the others a chance to jam in with an objection.
Another event making its debut, ‘Nanofiction’
saw participants trying to write a short story
with each succeeding sentence having one
word less than the previous one, eventually
culminating in a final sentence of just one word!

‘Paribhasha’ — The Drama Club too got into the
act with ‘Pantomime’, an event that required
the participants to put up an act without the
use of any form of sound, thus testing them in
the field of Kinesics. Immediately following this
was ‘Wring Zap’, another event by the Drama
Club where the participants were expected to
fit their own dialogues into a muted clip from
a famous movie to distort its original message.
The audience was treated to a “desi” Joker, comic
Spartans and confused hobbits from Middle



Earth. Both these events were part of Paribhasha’s
Impulse Drama Challenge that continued into the
third day..

DAY 3: The Impulse Drama Challenge concluded
with the ‘Mad Ad’ Competition, that challenged
the participants to “sell” the products given to
them using the wackiest advertisements that
they could think of. These products included:
‘Mama Memory Meter’, ‘Fair and Ugly’, Jojo Height
Increaser’ and ‘Dead Bull Sleeping Drink’ among
others. Also on Day 3 was the Debate Competition
organized by BPD’s Debating Society. The topic
under debate was ‘Media Today: Sensationalism
over Content’. There were 8 finalists, each of whom
given were 4 minutes to speak and two minutes
for rebuttals. Day 3 also saw the fest move into the
song and dance categories with the Solo Singing
Competitions being held in both the Eastern and
Western categories.

DAY 4: Another literary event made its debut
on this day. ‘The Riddler, had the participants
attempting to solve a total of 16 lateral thinking
puzzles inside an hour.

Paribhasha’s final event, ‘Histrionics’ saw six teams
of 9 students each present plays on a variety of

themes covering issues of social importance.
This event clearly showcased the popularity of
dramatics here at BPD.

If Histrionics catered to the intellectual side of
the BPD students, the duet singing and dancing
competition whetted their appetite for some
unadulterated fun. Both the competitions had
enthusiastic, cheering audiences egging on the
participants to do better.

DAY 5: The best was undoubtedly reserved for last
as the group dance competition and the Battle of
the Bands drew the curtains on Sparks ‘09. These
events drew the biggest crowds of the week as
students thronged the Graduation Hall to catch a
glimpse of the talent on show. In the Eastern Dance
Category participants danced to predominantly
bollywood tunes with Singh is Kinng and Rock
On being particular favourites. The western dance
category, saw some extreme dance steps with
one group even constructing a motorcycle out of
its members!

The fest finally drew to a close with the much
awaited Battle of the Bands, where a record 16
bands competed for the honour of being named
the best rock band of BPD. The audience had an
absolute ball as they got to headbang to the music
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of Metallica, Iron Maiden, Nirvana and The Doors
along with many more.

The judges for all the events included a mix of BPD
faculty, alumni and eminent personalities from the
field of music, dance and drama. RJ Charu from
Radio 4, Noted play director Buman Da, Dr. Rizvi -
the owner of the production unit ‘Pratibimbh’ and
members from Shaiamik Davar’s Dance Troupe
were a few of the external judges. Faculty judges
included Dr. Tanmay Panda, Dr. Shazi Shah Jabeen
and Dr. Maneesha Bhagchandani. There were also
some surprise dance performances thrown in by
BPD Alumni such as Sukriti, Muzaffar and Imran
which only served to make the inaugural edition
of Sparks an unqualified success.

- (ﬁ'
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SPARKS ‘09 WINNERS
Impulse - The Drama Challenge
1st Prize: Tania Sarah Benjamin, Zoya Kazi, Israt Ja-
han, Siddharth Arora, Allan Maduram
2nd Prize: Ankit Singh Bhandari, Dhaval Majumdar,
Yusuf Tanvir, Aditya Somani
HISTRIONICS
Best Play 1st Prize (The Ode): Shaurya Ahuja (Direc-
tor), Ankur Bakshi (Script Writer), Keya (Actor), Ra-
jiv. Mukherjee (Actor), Kamala Priyadarsini (Actor),
Priyanka Arora (Actor), Aditya Goel (Narrator)
Best Play 2nd Prize (Lala’s Helpline): Gaurav Havelia
(Actor/Director), Harshita Chandra (Actor), Kimsuka
Ramesh (Actor), Juhhie Mendiratta (Actor), Bahula
Gupta (Actor), Nirav Gandhi (Actor), Archi Goyal
(Actor), Harshinder Singh (Actor)
Best Actor: Prerit Uppal (Muqgtub)
Best Script: Ankur Bakshi (The Ode)
Best Director: Shaurya Ahuja (The Ode)
WIN WITH THE BIN
1st Prize: Ketaki, Ishita
2nd Prize: Akarshan Puri, Nikunj Aggarwal
COLLAGE MAKING
1st Prize: Zainab Qasim, Kshira
2nd Prize: Akarshan Puri, Harshinder Singh
ON-THE-SPOT POSTER MAKING
1st Prize: Sanjana, Ridhi 2nd Prize: Shifa, Sambhav
ON-THE SPOT PAINTING (ABSTRACT ART)
1st Prize: Swati 2nd Prize: Fathima
B'QUIZZED ELIMINATION
1st Prize: Piyush Singh 2nd Prize: Pratik Akhairanka
SUDOKU
1st Prize: Kanagadhara R 2nd Year: Madhurya P
DEBATE
1st Year: Shaurya Ahuja 2nd Year: Piyush Singh
SINGING WESTERN SOLO
1st Prize: Jake Tom 2nd Prize: Helen Gleeda
SINGING EASTERN SOLO
1st Year: Suma Raphael 2nd Year: Raysan Ramesh
SINGING WESTERN DUET
1st Prize: Nikita, Pranav 2nd Prize: Ishrat, Ritu
SINGING EASTERN DUET
1st Prize: Jay, Juveen 2nd Year: Ranjani, Ritu
DANCE DUET
1st Prize: Divya, Karan 2nd Prize: Gurpreet Singh, Viren
WESTERN GROUP DANCE
1st Prize: Foster, Pramod, Numair, Sami, Celestine,
Anoop, Jay, Adil Ibrahim, Tushar
2nd Prize: Shebin, Anoop, Rojer, Alwin, Libero, Abid, Aquib
Best Dancer Male: Foster, Vignesh Female: Safiya
EASTERN GROUP DANCE
1st Prize: Tushaar, Renil, Jai, Foster, Anoop, Shebin, Alwin
2nd Prize: Vignesh, Mervin, Rajiv, Shruti, Shivani,
Upasna, Serin, Shiuli, Faisal
Best Dancer Male: Renil Female: Manisha
BATTLE OF THE BANDS
1st Prize (Inverse): Sameer Kishore, Sohan Vineet
Alva, Sahana Naganathan, Vidur Khanna, Roger
Rego, Yona Fernandez
2nd Prize (Out of order): Trevor Malcom Nathaniel, P
Narasimhan, Arjun Prasad, Nitin Raj, Dhananjay Dixit
FIREFICTION
Jam: 1st Prize: Varun Vohra 2nd Prize: Nihar Jain
Riddler: 1st: Saumya NL 2nd: Apoorva Santhosh
Nanofiction: 1st: Piyush Singh 2nd: Tarun Balakrishnan




Apogee ‘09

-Sana Zaman

An 18 member contingent represented BPD at
APOGEE '09, the 27th International Technology
Festival organized by BITS, Pilani - Rajasthan. It
was held from March 23 - 27 and had around
9000 participants from over 60 universities
taking part. Among the participating colleges
were IIT Delhi, IIT Kanpur, NMIMS Mumbai,
PEC Punjab, NIT Jaipur, IT BHU and the hosts
BITS, Piani. The fest which is one of the biggest
of its kind in Asia, also saw eminent scholars
and business personalities conduct seminars
and workshops that the BPD contingent got a
chance to attend.

All the team members performed extremely well
in the face of some pretty stiff competition to
finish as winners three events and as Runners-
Up in another three.

The events that they stood second in included
the quizzes ‘Excalibur Alternative, where the
participating members were Devdatt Maganty
and Aditya Goel; Journo Quiz’ where we were
represented by Piyush Singh and Roamell
Mehta and the prestigious ‘Brain of BITS, a single
participant quiz, in which Piyush Singh became
the first person from outside the host college
to ever make it to the final round. He eventually
finished second by the narrowest of margins, after
leading the quiz for much of the Finals.

The events where BITS, Pilani - Dubai managed
to secure first place included ‘Schedio, which
was a CATIA designing competition where we
were represented by the team of Advait Krishna
and Eshaan Jain who succeeded in designing
a prototype wheelchair using the software.
Sana Zaman also achieved the honor of being
named the best delegate at the BITSMUN that
was held for the first time as part of APOGEE .

Finally BITS, Pilani - Dubai managed to defend its
title at the highly prestigious Junkyard Wars' The
team of Eshaan Jain, Siddharth Telidevara, Vidur
Uthappa and Prateek Jain had to first qualify
through 2 gruelling aptitude based rounds to be
selected among the final two teams. There they
were given the task of build a working 3-wheeler
vehicle that could achieve the highest speed and
also be able to effectively pick up and drop waste
material. They managed to accomplish all this
within the stipulated time of sixteen hours and
hence easily won the event.

Thus APOGEE ‘09 turned out to be an extremely
fruitful event for BPD as we were able to not only
compete but also outperform some of the top
colleges and universities from India.

The BPD Team:
Piyush Singh
Vidur Uthappa
SiddharthTelidevara
Haksing Zimik
Prateek Jain
Eshaan Jain
Advait Krishna
Sana Zaman
Devdatt Maganty
Aditya Goel
Romell Mehta
Nehash Jadhav
Maulesh Trivedi
Pavitra Bhalla
Guneet Singh
Shiv Saxena
Pranav Bhardwaj
Nisarg Yagnik




GMC Sports Fest

- Piyush Singh

The Gulf Medical College Sports Fest took place
in Ajman during March. The event comprised
of a number of different sports with the teams
from BITS, Pilani Dubai doing extremely well
them. Both the Girls and Boys Table Tennis teams
finished with unblemished records throughout
the tournament, as they defended their respective
titles from the previous edition with ease.

In Throwball, the BPD Girls put up a spirited
performance by reaching the finals where they
came second after a tense tussel. The girls also gave
the BPD contingent some more cause for cheers as
their Basketball team caused many an upset on its
way to landing a deserved Runners Up spot behind
UOWD. On the back of these sterling performances,
BITS, Pilani - Dubai finished as the most succesful
College overall.

HESF Badminton
Tournament

- Piyush Singh

BITS, Pilani - Dubai had another succesful outing
at this year’s UAE Inter-University Badminton
Tournament organised by the Higher Education
of Sports Federation in March, 2009. The event
had both Girls and Boys categories and BPD
was ably represented in both.

The boys team consisting of Ajainkya Pandey,
Sumit Ghorawat, Nitin Agarwal, Sameer Lele and
Madhur Bansal had an impressive run to the finals.
There they came up against a tough opposition
in the form of AUS and eventually finished as the
Runners Up.

The Girls team on the other hand had a much
easier time of it as they easily saw off all comers
on their way to claim the Overall Trophy over
MAHE, Manipal in a one-sided final. The team
consisted of Lehar Chugh and Mrinalini.




BITS Sports Festival 2009

- Piyush Singh

The sixth annual BITS Sports Festival returned
this year boasting of a bigger and better
competition than ever before as eighteen
universities competed for the prize of the top
sporting college/university in the UAE. The event
which was held from April 1 - 9 brought together
more than 700 participants in eight sports
comprising of Cricket, Badminton, Football, Table
Tennis, Volleyball, Chess, Throwball and for the
first time in BSF, Basketball. The participating
colleges themselves were a who's who of the top
universities on the UAE circuit and included The
Al Islamic College, Gulf Medical College - Ajman,
[ITM, University of Wollongong in Dubai, Skyline
College - Sharjah, Preston University, MAHE-
Manipal, ECMIT, SZABIST, University of Sharjah,
Middlesex University, Al Hilal College and the
hosts BITS, Pilani - Dubai themselves.

The cricket and chess events kick started the
festival on April 1 and the competition was
extremely fierce from the get-go as every college
tried to assert its superiority over the other. Over
the next ten days the audience at all the matches
was treated to some fantastic encounters as the
competition between the participating colleges
intesified.
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Badminton:

The badminton tournament this
year was an especially successful
one for BITS as both the boys'’
and girls’ teams performed
superbly. Firstly the girls’ team
comfortably made their way
to the finals where they put on
a good performance before
eventually finishing as the
Runners Up. However, it was
the boys who really excelled,
dominating their field and
defeating UOWD in the finals by
a score of 3-1.

Volleyball:

The volleyball tournament this
year saw the BPD team impress
everyone in making their way
to the finals where they faced
the Al Islamic College. The hosts
won won the first set but Al
Islamic came back strongly to
take the next three and win the
finals 3-1. In the girls’event, BPD
were the best team on show as
they made light work of MAHE
in the finals to secure the trophy
in straight sets.

Table Tennis:

The continued domination of

BPD in both the girls and boys
categories of table tennis was
illustrated well at this year's
competition as both teams
had little trouble in advancing
to their respective finals. In the
finals, the girls’ team put up an
excellent showing before being
defeated in a keenly contested
encounter that went to the
final game. The boys too had a
mighty struggle on their hands
as they were down 0-2 in the
finals before some spirited play
allowed them to claw their way
back into the tie and eventually
win the finals 3-2. Incidentally,
all the matches went to deciding
sets.

Throwball:

The Throwball event this year
drew huge crowds yetagain.The
BPD team, who were buoyed by
the partisan home support took
it to their opponents, MAHE in a
tight final, eventually succeding
in securing the title.

Football:

In football, a total of twelve
colleges took part making it
one of the most competitive

events of the festival. The Al
Islamic team made their way to
the finals without conceding a
goal and on the way defeating a
spirited BITS team. In the finals,
they beat Preston University in a
tight match that finished 2-0 in
their favor.

Cricket:

The cricket tournament was
yet again the one on which
everyone’s eyes were fixed and
the standard of play did not
disappoint. The initial matches
were played at The Hamriya
Cricket Grounds at Ajman with
the final being staged at the
Sharjah International Cricket
Ground. The impressive settings
for the matches seemed to draw
the bestout of the BITS players as
they notched up win afterwinon
the back of Anirudh Sompalli’s
Man of the Tournament winning
performance to reach the finals
where they beat UOWD by
fifteen runs. Anirudh Sompalli
in fact created a new UALE.
Inter-University Record for the
Highest Individual Score when
he blazed his way to 220 runs off
just 60 deliveries in the opening
match against BIT Ranchi in an




inningsthatwas studded with 24
sixes. There were also prizes for

the ‘Bowler of the Tournament’

that was awarded to Pranav
Arora of UOWD and ‘Batsman of
the Tournament’ that was won
by Anirudh Sompalli of BPD.

Chess:

The Chess tournament saw
members of the participating
colleges match wits with
each other. The finals saw an
unbeaten BPD team taking on
GMU. It was a walkover for the
hosts as they took the trophy by
a score of 2.5 - 0.5 drawing just
a single game in the process.
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Hence on the basis of this
strong showing, BPD retained
the overall trophy for another
year running, beating their
nearest competitors, MAHE by
a comfortable margin. The Prize
Distribution Ceremony for BSF
‘09 was held on April 9 at the
Indoor Sports Complex of BITS
Pilani, Dubai. The Chief Guest
for the Ceremony was the Indian
Olympic Bronze Medal Winning
Boxer, Mr. Vijender Singh. He
was also present at the time of
the Torch Lighting Ceremony
which was another first for the
BSF where a group of over 70
students from various colleges
participated in a Torch Relay
that brought the BSF flame to
the BITS, Pilani — Dubai campus
where it was finally lit by Mr.
Vijender Singh himself.

Also part of the BITS Sports
Festival this year, were an Open
Boxing Training Camp that was

conducted by Mr. M. Rafiuddin
from March 30 to April 8. The
final day of the Camp saw Mr.
Vijender Singh impart some of
his own skill and wisdom to the
budding pugilists who took part
in this Camp.

Also, on the last day of BSF 09,
an Inter-University ‘War of Djs’
competition was organized
where budding DJs from 4
universities took part. The event
was judged by the renowned DJ
Chico and conceptualized by DJ
Jeff. After an hour and a half of
great music, BITS' very own DJ
Blaze was declared the winner.

Thus all these events made BSF
‘09 truly live up to its tage of
a ‘Festival’ and it can only be
hoped that it becomes bigger
and better next year.
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B'Quizzed 2009

- Piyush Singh

BITS, Pilani - Dubai in association with MAX
organized B'Quizzed 2009- the biggest quiz
competition in UAE- on April 16 at the DIAC
campus of BITS, Pilani - Dubai. Established in
2006 as an inter-collegiate quiz competition, this
year B'Quizzed was thrown open to high school
students as well, in order to provide them with
a platform to showcase their quizzing acumen
while getting a feel of the competition at the
inter-college level. A B'Quizzed rolling trophy
was instituted for schools to encourage school
students and to further strengthen the quizzing
culture in UAE. The university teams competed
for another glittering trophy that went with
the right to be called B'Quizzed 2009 University
champions.

More than 20 teams from different schools and
universities across UAE participated in B'Quizzed
2009 for the chance to be one of the six finalists
on stage. The preliminary round consisted of 30
written questions which were to be answered
in 30 minutes. Three school teams and three
university teams were selected for the finals. The
qualifying school teams were from Indian High
School, Dubai Modern High School and Abu
Dhabi Indian School while leading the pack in the
university circuit was BITS, Pilani - Dubai followed
by IITM and Gulf Medical College. The Quizmasters
for the evening were - Shrey Sanger, a B'Quizzed
veteran who has been hosting the quiz since its
first year; Advait Krishna and Saurabh Ladha. The
event consisted of 13 pulsating rounds and got
off to an easy-paced start with the ‘Kick-Off round
which the teams breezed through. That was only
awarm-up though and the remaining session saw
the participants battle it out in rounds like ‘Half-




time" which tested their knowledge in sports,
‘Wordwise’ and ‘Lateralus’ which tested their
verbal and lateral thinking skills, “Trademark’ in
which they had to guess the logos of well-known
corporations with a pressure cooker finish with
the ‘Rapid Fire’ round. The competition among
school teams was very close with the IHS team
consisting of Arun Nair, Rinin Rajan and Swathi S.
sneaking into top place after the ‘Avante Garde’
round. Amongst the colleges, BITS, Pilani - Dubai
put real daylight between themselves and the
other teams by winning by a margin of 100 points
and lifting their second consecutive B'Quizzed
winners trophy. The team consisted of Piyush
Singh, Siddharth Telidevara and Mukund V. Both
the school and college winners received loads of
prizes that included Cross pens, Wild Wadi passes,
Funcity Goodie Bags, B'Quizzed t-shirts and
Spring Accessories gift vouchers, apart from the
glittering trophies and gorgeous certificates.

The audience also got to partake in the fun and
won Funcity goodie bags, Wild Wadi passes,
B’'Quizzed t-shirts, Coldstone discount coupons
and much more with approximately 50 audience
members walking away with goodies!

The platinum sponsor for the event was MAX
while the media partner was Radio Spice. Other
sponsors included the Apparel Group, FunCity,
Central Motors and Equipment, Gulf Petrochem,
Dubai International Academic City, Wild Wadi,
Cross, Kreative Company, Royal Kebab and
San Marco Printing Press.




BITS 360

-Sana Zaman

BITS , Pilani —Dubai launched its very own 360
degree panorama of the campus on April 23.
The project was undertaken by three very
enthusiastic students, Saurabh Ladha, Rohit
Ratnaparkhi and Aditya Kolli. Over a period of
two months the trio covered every inch of the
campus and portrayed it in 360 degree detail.

The project was inaugurated by Prof. Dr. M.
Ramachandran, Director, BITS , Pilani — Dubai in
the presence of Mr. M. Riazuddin, Director, ETA-
NET.

The project, which was first started by BITS
Goa takes the role of a virtual tour of the entire
campus. It hopes to act as a prospectus for
aspiring students, giving them an insight into
the various locations on campus. Photographs
taken of the campus have been stitched
together in a panoramic view to give the viewer
a feeling of being present at the actual location.
All the user has to do is log onto BITS360.
COM and click on a particular branch. Once
the panorama loads, the user can scroll around
and get an extensive view of the various sites.

Almost 30 sites have already been covered for
the BPD page, a few of which are the Reception,
Indoor and Outdoor Sport’s Facilities, the
Director’s Office, Library and the Mechanical
Workshop. Another unique feature of this
application is the ‘Snapshot. One can very
literally take a photograph while viewing a site
by clicking on this feature and saving it onto your
machine for later viewing! The ‘BITS Dubai 360’
files are also compact (with sizes as small as 300
to 370 KB) which load quickly to the satisfaction
of the user. In the next six months the project
aspires to successfully launchitself on the Google
Earth Satellite Imaging Frontier, using which one
will be able to superimpose the Campus view
onto the World Map. Further, BITS360.COM also
boasts of a forum through which potential and
current students can interact about campus life,
academics and course of study.

All in all, the BITS 360 project is yet another
proud technical achievement of the students
of BITS, Pilani — Dubai and its importance for
future aspirants is incalculable.

GETEX 2009

- Neha Nair

Postpraduste
Engincering Programimes

Students seeking quality education in the U.A.E
flocked to the BITS, Pilani - Dubai (BPD) stall
at GETEX 2009 held at the Dubai International
Exhibition and Convention Center. Global
Education & Training Exhibition (GETEX) is the
largest education fair in the Middle East and
Asia and is currently running in its 21st year.
The exhibition ran for four days from 15 - 18
April, serving as a platform for students, parents,
academicians and working professionals to
network and explore their educational options.
Like every year, exhibitors included Education
Boards, Universities and other academic
institutions, Language Learning Centers, etc.
The BPD stall was manned by Ms. Nahid Afshan
(Manager- Admissions), Mr. Mohd. Saleem
(Executive - Admissions) and student volunteers
- Apurv Mittal, Apratim Chaudhary, Adeel Arif
and Neha Nair. Interested parents and students
were briefed on the seven undergraduate
courses on offer with on the spot applications
made available for those wishing to apply
immediately. Alot of interest was also generated
in the M.E. and M.Sc (Tech.) programs proposed
for the coming academic year. The stall also
played host to Mr. M. Riazuddin, Director, ETA-
NET, Prof. Dr. M. Ramachandran, Director, BITS ,
Pilani — Dubai and Ms. Malikath Fouzia, Senior
Manager — Administration who were more than
ready to guide prospective parents and answer
any queries that they posed.

Visitors included students, parents, teaching
faculties, specialised researchers in various
sectors of education, educational publications
and international and local press agencies.



Annual Awards
Function

- Neha Nair

The Annual Sports and Cultural Day at BITS, Pi-
lani - Dubai is a tradition in which hundreds of
students are felicitated for events they have ex-
celled in throughout an academic year be it in
the field of cultural events or sports. The Cere-
mony was presided over by the Director, Dr. M.
Ramachandran and the Faculty of the Institute.
The event began with a warm welcome to all
those present followed by reports on the mile-
stones achieved by the students in both intra
and inter-collegiate events. The Cultural Re-
port was presented by Dr. Neeru Bhagat while
achievements in sports were presented by Mr.
M. Rafiuddin. The academic year that went by
was touted as one of the best so far and every-
one present was left feeling inspired to make
the years to come even better.

BITS Vision 2020

-Sana Zaman

The BITS Vision 2020 is aimed to take all the
BITS institutions to the next level of excellence
in the field of education and empowerment.
Living up to its motto, ‘Knowledge is Power
Supreme, BITS plans to take up a plan of ac-
tion to excel in every academic field available to
students. This vision will see students and fac-
ulty combine their ideas and opinions to take
steps to make BITS Pilani and its sister cam-
puses including BITS , Pilani -Dubai pioneers
in education.

Chief Guest Mr. Kris Ramachandran, a BITS alum-
ni himself (class of '72) and Dr. M.Ramchandran,
Director, BITS, Pilani - Dubai met with a cross sec-
tion of students from various years and student
clubs on 5 April to discuss and debate about the
institution’s present and future. For the next 45
minutes students and faculty discussed all fields
and opinions related to the goal.

A number of important topics were brought to
the table such as pro-activeness, practical knowl-
edge and work experience. The BITS institutions
are also aiming to increase industrial sponsored
research. Mr. Ramachandran emphasized on
the splitting of industry funding into hard fund-
ing (defined outcomes, time and cost) and soft
funding (enhancing existing knowledge).

He also greatly appreciated BITS, Pilani — Dubai’s
practice school program and spoke to the stu-
dents about their various placements and ex-
periences. The students’ agreed that Practice
School I and Il had taught them that knowledge
was not only about theory but application as
well.

Mr. Ramachandran also focused on boosting
the thirst for knowledge, interest and active in-
volvement in activities in order to reach greater
heights.

“Students must move forward and provide en-
couragement to each other. We must compete
with the standard we set for ourselves”.




Technofest

- Syed Faisal, Devika Kaushal

Technofest, the annual intra-college technology
competition of BITS - Pilani, Dubai, was held from
May 6 to May 11, 2009. It broadly consisted of
three categories — Technical Papers, Non-Working
Models and Working Models — which were further
subdivided into various disciplines of engineering
and management.

It began with the Technical Papers Presentations
which were made on May 6 and May 7. Students
chose interesting and diverse topics like,
“Application Virtualization” and “Strategizing a
Brand Launch” and amazed the judges with their
in-depth understanding of their respective topics.

The working and non-working models were
showcased on May 11 and May 12. The Director
inaugurated the event with an encouraging
speech in which he shared his vision of making
every thesis student’s work a Technofest projectin
the years to come. Later in the day, Mr Saif Khwaja
of Western Digital conducted an informative
seminar on the technology of hard drives and its
future prospects.

The models that gained maximum attention
from faculty and students were the “Hovercraft”
and the “Low Cost Interactive White Board” .Two
Technofest models, Mech-a-Boolean and a high
technology model involving Intel micro controller
interfacing were also submitted at IIT Bombay
and IEEE respectively. Mr Sivagurunathan for
the fourth consecutive time made his mark in
the Technofest with his innovative Software
designing skills.

The winners of each subcategory were selected
by the experts of that particular domain. The
judges were Prof. Dr. Perisamy, Dr. Mary
Lourde, Dr. D.V. Prasad, Dr. B. Kartikeyan, Dr.
A.M. Surendrakumar, Dr. M. N. Sankaram,
Dr. Ramachandran Nair, Dr. B. Vijaykumar, Dr.
Neeru Bhagat, Dr. Ghosh, Dr. KKK. Singh, Dr.
D.J. Sharif, Dr. Neeru Sood, Dr. Tanmay Panda,
Dr. S. Ramachandran, Ms. Saraswati, Ms.
Pushkala and Ms. Aqila.

With a record breaking increase in participation
and the addition of two new subcategories this
year's event was more flourishing than ever.
Behind all these accomplishments was the

organising committee of Technofest comprising
of Dr. Udayakumar, Dr B Vijaykumar as the faculty
organisers and Mr Katik Raman ,Mr Brinto James
, Mr Syed Faisal and Mr Venugopal as the student
organisers along with student volunteers.
Technofest‘09 would have not been an successful
event without the support from their sponsors ;
Western Digital , Emphor FZC, Kottor int LLc and
Kabab Masala .The event ended with the Prize
Distribution Ceremony in which the Director, Prof.
Dr. M. Ramachandran stressed on the importance
of continuous improvement. Winning or losing
did not matter, he emphasised.




Farewell

- Neha Nair

In keeping with tradition, a Farewell Party to bid
adieu to the graduating batch of 2004-2009 was
organised on 3 May. The chosen venue was Chi
Garden at The Lodge, Dubai which had a Ba-
linese theme with gazebos and an ambience
of elegance. The evening saw a huge turnout
with students from all years in attendance. Also
present was DJ Chico who coaxed the crowd
onto the dance floor with his cache of foot-tap-
ping numbers. It was then music and dance
all the way till the students finally hit the well-
laid out buffet on offer. The evening, of course,
couldn’t end without the seniors contesting for
titles of Mr. and Ms. BITS. After the selection of
candidates by judges (from the remaining three
years), the titles were finally awarded to Rohit
Chaudhary and Sahana Naganathan, thus, put-
ting an end to a night of much revelry and fun.

Mantra Awards

- Neha Nair

#= Started off by the center
¢ for entrepreneurial lead-
.~ | ership at BITS, Pilani - the
y | MANTRA Awards were in-
| stituted for the first time
4y | at BITS, Pilani - Dubai and
soon hope to be an annual
feature at all the BITS cam-
puses. Funded in cash and
mentored by Mr. Anupen-
dra Sharma, CEO of Man-
tra International LLC, USA ( a BITS alumni), these
awards aim to encourage leadership. Students
were asked to nominate themselves in any of the
five categories - Extraordinary Leadership Poten-
tial - Male and Female, Social Leadership, Technical
Innovator of the Year and Entrepreneur of the Year.
Worthy applicants were then shortlisted and inter-
viewed by a panel consisting of Dr. Priti Bajpai, Dr.
D. J. Sharif and Dr. K. Kumar. The winners in each
category were:
Shrey Sanger ( Year IV) - Extraordinary Leader-
ship, Male
Neha Nair (Year lll) - Extraordinary Leadership, Female
Mohamed Amer(Year IV) - Social Leadership
Sivagurunathan (Year IV) - Entreneur of the Year
Arshad Ahmed (Year IV) - Technical Innovator

Graduation
Ceremony

- Tushar Joneja

The Annual Graduation Ceremony of BITS, Pilani
— Dubai was held on 17 August 2009 in the
freshly renovated Graduation Hall of its Dubai
International Academic City campus. The event
commemorated the graduation of the sixth batch
of BPD with a total of 295 students receiving their
degrees.

His Excellency Mr. Venu Rajamony, Consul
General of India consented to be the Chief Guest
for the ceremony, with Prof. Dr. LK. Maheshwari,
Vice Chancellor, BITS , Pilani — Rajasthan - India ,
Mr. M.Salahuddin, Managing Director-ETA Ascon
group, Dr. Eesa Mohammed Bastaki, Chair, IEEE-
UAE Section and Mr.Essa Al Ghurair Director — ETA
Ascon Group, being special Guests of Honour.
The Ceremony was attended by over 600 guests
comprising of students, their family members and
friends, heads of Universities, heads of companies
offering Practice School and placement and faculty
and staff of BITS, Pilani - Dubai.

The programme commenced with inaugurals by the
Guests of Honor, the Chief Guest and the Director,
who all shared many enlightening words with the
audience. His Excellency Mr.Venu Rajamony lauded
the name of BITS, Pilani — Dubai and highlighted
the extraordinary level and quality of education
provided by it. It was also announced by Dr. M.
Ramachandran, Director, BPD, that BITS , Pilani -
Dubai has received due approval from KHDA to offer
8 higher degree and other specialized programmes
for working professionals and that evening classes
for the same would commence from the ensuing
semester.

Post the speeches, the graduates were called
onto the stage one-by-one, according to stream,
to receive their degrees and alumni mementos.
This was followed by the academic toppers and
all-round achievers from each stream receiving
plaques of merit for their dedicated efforts over
the four years in college. Another highlight of
the Ceremony was the release of BPD’s first
ever Yearbook for a Graduating Batch, the task
of creating which was spearheaded by two
Computer Science alumni, Tushar Joneja and
Paritosh Mathur. The ceremony concluded with
the batch photographs and the traditional tossing
of the hats by the graduates.
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Ars Artis Gratia

- Mukundh Vasudevan

Underneath the arches, oh, their pillars of marble stand
Decry, my brethren, they shout, stamp and clamour
Their silence is solemn as the empty winter forest

But they speak for ever and on for 'tis their valour

Their master, he walks in self contemplation

For he knows not what took them away from his heart
Do they speak out to him or do they not at all?

He would like to hear from them as a fell voice and last

The world is grey which is bereft of loneliness

Their roads narrow and the guiding lights escape

To him they once bowed in respectful reverence

Today they will rise up and demand his trophy and cape

Blood, sweat and toil by the fire burning for the night

His children were born thus as a dream came true

He raised them from the ground unto the heavens above
At their death would he bemoan this second theft too

They thought naught of his sincere repentance
Fortwas was spoken it was not for them to do so
‘Twas revenge above all for the defeat of their intention
And they were here to watch him painfully go

The setting sun exploded in a wrath of orange hue
Painted across the horizon for all to see

And so was laid bare his first and last sin

Very soon, he knew, he would cease to be

The gates of hell creaked on their burning hinges
Faint in the distance he could see his past aglow
The call it grew, the call it climbed

Until it collapsed past a hoarse crescendo

The first pillar he forged stood mighty of heart
‘Neath its shadow he stopped to fare them well

As they would soon fall as pieces of stone and dust
With only memories laden with stories to tell

A growing rumble bespoke anger and justice
For they would fall with their creator still

The call it grew, the call it climbed

Death was here with his stealing chill

One by one they fell in thunderous laughter
The gargoyles held their deeds truly done
Releasing them from their barless prison
And so they would pass with the setting sun

The creator turned to his eldest reward

And looked him tearlessly in the eye

The stare did nothing to halt their final fall

But it quelled his surrender, for his cowardice was nigh

The Ladyina
Goddess

- Sarah Hasan Abidi

Tl

Torture drenched in the feminine soul
Another form of the diety

You do not sense the lady in a goddess
Until you have an eye for piety.

Be born with an eerie silence

Yet scream when tis time

Show this world of what is morality
Belief is indeed a stained crime.

Of love and lust

Which stroll at par

Jupiter which endorses masculinity
When a kiss seems like a distant sight
When earth smiles at a heavenly fight.

Angelic demons or demonic angels

Never did maketh an impact

When you keepeth your worship simple

You see the fine line between fiction and fact.

Sense those who proclaim peace

What it is to realise hateful war

Life which at times leaves you betrayed

And a lie which makes the monstrous truth char.

Those Ignorant yet ready with a vivid speech
People who make the Divine question Himself
Which one among them did | create superior
The grotesque human or the suave leech?



The Winds of
Change

-Vibhu Bhola

It emerge from the eternities

It will decease to the unreachable infinite
It is omnipresent, however

Man’s eyes are still blind to its sight.

It meander the very existence of everything

It will blow till the end of the age

The nature of Mother Nature, the tongue of god
The messenger of joy, the seed of gloom

Will of god is the winds of change.

Open your ignorant eyes and look around

break free from the bars of slumber

If you, for a moment, free yourself from this invisible
cage

brace yourself, as you will listen to only one voice
The steady hiss of the winds of change.

Sit beside an oak tree, look with intent

See who lovingly bristles the chin of a bud

And turns it into a glowing flower, smiling at the
sun.

See who kisses the barren land

and flow it into a patch of flowing green grass
see who cuddles the koyal’s egg

and breaks its shell into a new life.

See what wafts into a man’s life, and silently
dropssome memories to cherish, some fates to
forget.

Who account for his smiles, who account for the
tears that he shed.

What blows through his hair

And turns it into a grey fluff

Who produces the circumstances that make an
honest man to bluff

Then look, what laden his heart with grief and guilt
Then see, what harden all his dreams.

with time, what brings him his wisdom or what

brings him his rage
Find yourself O’ the most vunerable being
The answer would be the winds of change

All the peace that has ever been brought

Or all the fights that have ever been fought

The sweet thunder of monsoon or dry scream of a
draught

The bustling clouds or the crippling autumn leaves
Anger of a dictator, or love of a sage

Everything that has ever been and everything that
will ever be,

Will submit its existence to the winds of change.

Musings on Memories
and Melodies

- Haksing Zimik

While trying to think of a topic to write on for
our magazine, | had this strange feeling that |
should write for myself, more so than anyone
else. Considering this, | write with no real
agenda or topical relevance, just, enjoying
myself, in a room without a view and a cup of
green Assam tea.

| have just begun my final year, a beginning of
the end, soto speak, of an erain my life. Presently,
a vaguely familiar melancholy creeps over me,
akin to when | left school. Trying to savor the
moment however only dilutes it further. As |
try, half heartedly, to place the experiences and
memories of the past 3 years here in BITS, Dubai,
in perspective, it becomes nigh impossible
to assort, in chronological or any other order.
Mundane images and moments remarkable
in their dullness come to me more often than
the highs and lows of the past. Memory is truly
a God given gift, and for all its limitations and
fickleness, we never forget the people and
things that are important to us, a beautiful trait
of humanity. My mind harkens back to my child
hood and this time the melancholy is much
stronger, like the tune of a much loved song,
whose words one might have forgotten, but
never its melody. | know for certain that | will
look back at this stage in my life with the same
eyes. Maybe it will seem then, that the grass was
greener before. Memories are rarely truthful, but
| know that they will be beautiful and this makes,
right now, also beautiful. A nihilist might say
that these are just words, expressing thoughts
of escapism. | say maybe he’s right, but | am only
human, and cannot, my ramblings be seen as an
immature, but honest substitute for hope? Well
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maybe that’s stretching it.

There are many things that | will leave behind
when my college life is over, but I'll be taking a lot
of things as well. | am talking about intangible
entities such as change in responsibilities,
habits, lessons learnt and of facing the much
talked about, ‘real world. Apart from the
technical stuff I've learnt from college, there is
so much | have learnt while in college, things
that have shaped me and my life. | recognize
my flaws and draw backs, | appreciate my
strengths and advantages. My taste in music
for one has become much better and it shall
be a constant source of inspiration for me.
The value of friends, | cannot overstate and
their influence on me has been very positive
(mostly). It is in their company, that my once
narrow views have broadened. | have grown
a lot here, physically and mentally, maybe not
too much, but | have grown. People change
with time, but they usually do so without a loss
of identity. Meaning | am the same now as |
was 3 years ago, and will be the same 30 years
from now. Just a little bit older and maybe a
little bit better.

Less than a year from now, | will pass out of
college and become alumni myself. The thing |
have been trying to articulate for some time now
is that, with time, all things pass. It is inevitable,
but to cherish what you have right now is to
create a beautiful memory for the future.

| once read somewhere, “The song is over, but
the melody lingers.”

Of Clementine

- Akash Jatania

From the window in his room Ben could see
the town square. A small girl was buying a
waffle cone from Dmitri. Albert watched as
Dmitri took the bottle of raspberry sauce from
his cart and poured it slowly on the waffle.
Albert loved waffles. Every evening he would
walk to Dmitri’s cart and buy himself a waffle.
But that was before he was confined to bed
rest. Albert turned from the window when he
heard his door click open. “Are you feeling

alright son?” his mother asked. He smiled at
her and nodded slowly. Albert’s mother loved
her son’s smile. It would fill the tiny room with
a sudden glow, like a match struck in a dark
corner. His smile radiated the undying spirit
within the boy. Albert’s mother looked lovingly
at Albert and quickly turned and left before
Albert could see the pearly tear rushing down
her solemn cheek. Albert turned back to the
window to see another sun soaked day fading
away into the purple darkness of the night.

Albert wondered whether people actually went
to heaven if they had been nice on earth. Had he
been a nice boy? He hated attending church.
But after father had passed away, he attended
mass and went to church every Sunday. He
had been a bit troublesome at school. But
he wished that didn't count. He had kissed
Clementine at the carnival dance for the first
time. Had that been a sin? He hoped not.
Once he saw Paul smoking a cigarette and
had warned Paul that he would tell on him if
he ever did it again. Yes, that had been a good
deed. He concluded that he hadn't committed
enough sins to go to hell. Heaven was where
he would go. But would he like it there?

He thought of Clementine. He liked thinking
about her. She had been in Canada for the
past 5 weeks since her grandma had suddenly
become very ill. Albert hoped he would live it
out till she returned. She didn't know anything.
Would it be better if she found out after he was
gone? No. he wanted to see her once before
his time on earth was over. He thought of that
one time when they sat at the edge of the
pond and saw tiny fishes swimming in the clear
water. The sun rays made their way through
the leaves of the tree and reflected lightly on
the shiny scales of hundreds of fishes. It was
a pretty sight. And one time when they had
sneaked out at night and gone to the park.
They lay on the dark grass and Albert held
Clementine’s hand as they she watched the
brilliant stars against the cloudless sky. Albert
looked at her. “I love you”. She tilted her head
towards him and lightly kissed his nose. Tonight
he looked at the church beyond which was the
park. He wondered if he would get to go there
again with her.

Mother had been so strong about everything,
he thought. How she had prayed for her son
every day, how her unbreakable faith refused



to accept that god was taking away her only
child. Albert thought of what would happen to
mother after he was gone. With father already
dead, she would become all alone. He made
a mental note to tell Clementine to look after
mother. He smiled sadly thinking about all the
things he had to tell Clementine. He didn't think
he would be able to say them.

It surprised him that death hadn't scared him
yet. Was it because he knew? It dawned upon
him. People weren't scared of death. They
were scared by its unpredictability. He thought
of the time when he had almost died when he
was a child. During winter he had fallen into
thin ice and was found 2 hours later almost
frozen to death. It had been days before he
had recovered. Had he been scared then? He
could not remember.

A slight breeze had started to blow. The pine
trees started to sway a little. Albert opened his
window slightly to feel the breeze against his
skin. The wind started to blow harder making
a rhythmic sound in the small gap of Albert’s
window. Albertliked the sound. He found it oddly
soothing and the strange rhythm rocked him
into a dreamless deep sleep. Albert’s mother
came again to check on her son. Watching
him sleep she very silently closed the window.
He looked so very peaceful she thought, and
not wanting to wake him she put out the dying
candle that had managed to fight the breezy
air and left closing the door noiselessly behind
her. Little did she know Albert had passed into
an endless sleep never to wake.

As Dmitri was packing up his cart he looked
skywards as he felt a strange cold air passing
him, as if a soul was making its way to the
heavens above.

Veritasia

- Abner Saha

Ryan stormed out of the house. Another
argument with his parents. He'd been asking
them for a laptop of his own for the past few
months; they'd kept on saying, ‘Let’s see, or
‘Hang on... we'll talk about this later’ Whatever
they said, it was evident that they wanted to
avoid the topic. Ryan just stood in the garden,
and tried to calm himself. Then he thought with
a cool mind: his parents were like this most of the
time whenever he wanted things; and normally
they agreed towards the end. He just needed to
give them time. He decided to go for a walk to
while away the minutes.

It was nearly seven in the evening; the sun had
begunto setawhile back.Thelane outside Ryan’s
house was a long stretch of posh bungalows,
easily one of the best layouts in the city. Ryan
had lived in the lane - known as Wellington Street
- all his life and loved the place. He proceeded
towards the highway - as he did, he noticed the
entrance to another small lane across the road.
Ryan decided to explore the place; he'd never
gone there before. He crossed the road carefully,
though there were very few cars passing by.

The lane was very dimly lit. Few street lamps
were there, positioned far apart. Little could be
seen, but whatever was visible shocked Ryan.
Unlike most parts of the city, this area - Terolia,
Ryan read from a signpost — was a locality
for those who were economically backward.
Instead of posh bungalows and beautifully-
designed houses, shabby hut-like structures
and small worn-down buildings adorned the
poorly tarred narrow road. Small children in
filthy rags ran around, chasing each other. Ryan
walked further, and saw a woman asleep on the
dirty pavement with two small children - one
asleep beside her, the other one crying but not
moving around - both without any clothing.
Ryan decided he'd had enough...he turned and
walked back to where he'd come from. As he did,
he saw a thin and weak man picking up scraps
of thrown-away food from the road just outside.

Five minutes later, he was back home. Still
shuddering from the experience he walked in,
saw his father sitting at the dining table and
quietly whispered to him ‘No, it's ok, sorry...l
don't want the laptop now...
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The Beatles: Why 'Yesterday'

Continues to Matter Today

| was meant to fall in love with The Beatles.
It was late 2001 and George Harrison, "the
quiet Beatle" had just passed away, reducing
the Fab Four to just two. | remember reading
about his death in the papers. | was still only
thirteen, still to complete my seventh standard
and like most of the world was still to emerge
from the hoopla surrounding 9/11 (Oh and | still
used to listen to the Backstreet Boys). But for
some reason the tribute article on Harrison had
me completely hooked. There was the mention
of songs which sounded like something from
a past life: 'While My Guitar Gently Weeps,
'Something), 'Yesterday. And then there were
the lads themselves: John, Paul, George and
Ringo, on the face of it not much unlike the
Boy Bands of present and yet miles ahead in
musicianship. Inspired, | promptly went out
the nexy day and bought their Greatest Hits
Album, aptly titled '1, so beginning my love
affair with them.

But why should anyone else care about
my fixation with a band that last produced
an album at around the same time that my
parents were born? It is because this fixation
is hardly my own. A recent statistic released
by the American Music Industry placed a
Beatles' album as the highest selling one of the
last decade, beating out the likes of Eminem
and Britney Spears. A truly momentous
achievement considering these guys are from
a different century altogether! Also 'The Beatles
- Rock Band' is currently the second highest
selling video game of 2009. That the Fab Four
can achieve so much, decades after breaking
up only goes to show you the kind of influence
they wield over the general public.

However, it is not only in terms of numbers
that one can appreciate the true worth of this
super-group. Although they have innumerable
records to back up their claim as the being
best Rock Band of all Time, the real magic lies
in their music which continues to resonate with
every passing generation. That they achieved
this by eschewing the traditional way of
making and performing music is all the more
unbelievable. The Beatles' catalogue includes

- Piyush Singh

everything from pop melodies to love ballads
to avant garde efforts. Never ones to limit
themselves to one genre, they even created
whole new ones when the need so arose! They
were the perfect pioneers, ones who could
guess the moods and feelings of the people
before they did themselves. And yet for all their
ground-breaking efforts, The Beatles managed
to do "simple" better than anyone else in the
business. They made ordinary-sounding lyrics
like "I wanna hold your hand" into the epitome
of professing young love and even managed
to turn something as childish as "Ob La Di Ob
La Da" into music gold. It is this simplicity that
continues to appeal to listeners of all ages.

The huge influence of The Beatles is also
reflected in the number of subsequent
musicians who cite them as inspiration. Be it
Roger Waters, Freddie Mercury, Kurt Cobain or
even Jay-Z (who mimicked The White Album
with his own release, The Black Album), some
of the most celebrated musicians of our times
have acknowledged the Fab Four's influence
on their own works. So in a way when people
listen to the likes of Pink Floyd, Queen or
Nirvana, they are also hearing a little bit of The
Beatles too! Even today, up and coming bands
continue to be compared to the foursome
from Liverpool, especially in the UK where any
promising newcomer is immediately given the
moniker of 'The New Beatles' thus having to
bear the resultant burden of dangerously high
expectations. This has been seen often enough
with the likes of Oasis and Blur who began with
such fanfare only to fade away under intense
public scrutiny, all for being mentioned in the
same breath as The Beatles.

So it is that our world still continues to revolve
around them. Their music retains a quality that
people can understand and appreciate , not
only because it is great music but also because
it can be related to personally. In the same
manner how the very best authors can make
the reader empathize with their characters,
The Beatles had the uncanny ability to make
the listeners associate themselves and their
moods with the nature of their music. This



has resulted in their songs becoming virtual
mirrors to the entire gamut of human emotions.
Hence, for every broken hearted lover we have
'Yesterday'; for every love struck boy, Girl' and
for anyone who needs hope, 'Let it Be' What
song better captures the sheer joy of rocking
out than 'Helter Skelter' or the exhilaration of
tripping out than 'Strawberry Fields Forever'?
Every Beatles' song contained a message, be
it one of hope, happiness, love or even inanity
as is evident in the likes of 'l am the Walrus'
and 'Yellow Submarine' and more than the
music it is these messages that truly appeal to
their audience.

Thus The Beatles, a good half century after
they were formed, continue to define not only
human music but also human emotion. They
have become a meme, a significant part of our
cultural DNA, and will remain so for a long time
to come. In fact, these four young men perhaps
best embody the spirit of the last century and
more importantly, their mix of energy, enterprise
and unpredictability is a fair reflection of this
one too. So in a way it is Harrison's untimely
death that links the two together, reminding us
all what we might have missed had he not met
John and Paul all those years ago.

On Some Dark
Nights

- Ankita Lamba

On some dark nights | have seen...
The dark outline of the tree

A little distinct, a little lost

A bit silvery, a bit sleepy

But still standing there...

| heard it calling out to someone-

Someone to recline against its mighty stature,
To get lost in dreams under its dreamy shadows,
To share their secret and let no one else ever
know

Someone to sway with the swaying leaves,
Someone to care for it when autumn arrives,
To climb onit, sit in its lap and hear stories,
Stories of ages, of people, of times, of life, of
solitude,

Of it self and time to come...

The tree has stories to tell...

On some dark nights | have seen...

The shadow of a bird...

Is it sleeping or is it thinking,

| do not know...

Does it want to fly across the vastness next
morning?

Or is it jealous of that fish in the pond?
Does it want to walk across the grass?

Or does it have some different plan?

On some dark nights | have seen...

The darkness, the deepness

The intrigue and the passion of the night...

The night that holds so many secrets,

The night who is witness to so many lives,

The night that listens carefully, silently-

To each sound of love, pain, desperation, joy and
ecstasy...

The night that hides... people, emotions and
wants.

The night whose silence speaks to lovers
drowned in each other...

The night that is the companion to each lonely
soul,

The night that brings peace to some, sleep to
some,

Love to some and dreams to some...

The night with its stars and the moon-

Makes me yearn for my moon by my side,
And the stars dim their light-

On some dark nights...
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Looking Back...

-Vrinda Mishra

It's been 4 months since | gave my last set of
exams at college but | still feel as much a part of
college as | did back then. | remember my first
day - the thrill of starting the much heard about
‘college life’ coupled with lots of expectations,
lots of hopes - the start of a new life. These
four years passed by in what now seems like a
flash (though time seemed to move extremely
slowly just before exams!).

Each year brought with it new experiences.
The first year was a mix of ‘intro’ sessions
with seniors, getting to know classmates and
adjusting to the surprise quizzes and weekly
tests! By the time we got into second year,
everyone was more relaxed - we had our
groups of friends now and we knew our way
around campus (Knowledge Village at that
time) pretty well and loved it. I'll never forget
the countless trips we made to nearby DIC,
DMC and MOE. Third Year in the EIE section
started off as a blur of with adjusting to the new
campus, attending classes, writing lab reports,
waiting for a turn in the Sports Complex and
trying to get enough sleep (which didn'’t really
happen!). We seemed to have the perfect mix
of students in class - those who studied and
were willing to share their knowledge, those
who attended class and were willing to share
their notes (especially before open book tests!),
those who kept us entertained while we were in
class and those who were not very interested
in attending class, and so were good company
when bunking! And my subsequent fourth year
has been a great end to a wonderful journey.
Although the class size reduced, it actually led
us to form tighter-knit groups.

At BITS, my knowledge has increased and my
horizons have expanded. As | headed off to IIM
Calcutta, | was confident of the foundation that
| gained during my college life. For this, | must
acknowledge the faculty for their enthusiasm
and dedication to us. As | look back, there are
countless memories that | will carry along with
me. Be it the tension of Sunday tests, trying to
predict when we’'ll have the surprise quizzes or
the excitement of Sparks and the BITS Sports
Festival - each was a treasured moment that |

will always remember. Being a hostelite, | will
miss the hostel chat sessions, the excitement
of dressing up for any party, making maggi
in the middle of the night when we suddenly
realised we were hungry... But, most of all I'll
miss the close friendships that I've formed over
the four years.

"Dream as if you'll live forever, live as if you'll
die today"

-James Dean

And for the rest of you who still have years left
I'd like to take this chance to give out some
‘gyaan”:

(I can see the formation of a counter attack
‘you don’t know how it is with everyone
studying for these quizzes all the time and then
tests, weekends are hardly there, the weather
is still hot, there is so much tension regarding
attendance, lab reports take so much time to
write etc etc etc. But, | do know, because I've
been there.)

So, here’s some stuff that you would probably
help you out along the way -

- Take part in at least one new extra-
curricular activity per Semester or per Year (you
never know what might click! (and anyway it’s
always a good distraction from the lectures!).
You can either take part or help organize and
become a volunteer.

= See some new part of UAE every year.
No, | don't mean the malls. Go to Jebel Hafeet,
or Mamzar Park or just anywhere apart from
the normal weekend outing trips.

- Arrange good parties. A good party -
good food, good music and enough space to
dancel



Looking Back...

- Sumit Ghorawat

The last 4 years have been a story of growth;
both personal growth for me and tremendous
growth for the college. It's a privilege to be
allowed to share some of these stories of
growth with you and | hope all of you relate to
them as much as | do.

Let me start with the first story. Before coming
to BITS, Pilani - Dubai | had visited my brother’s
college and it was massive - 500 acres of
buildings and jungle. That pretty much set
my expectations for how a college should be.
Imagine my surprise when | saw our campus
for the first time, back in 2005. It was all of 2
buildings. We all know that that is history now.
We now have our own campus which boasts of
many amenities and truly befits the reputation
of BITS.

The second surprise was the hostel. | had
never imagined that staying at hostel would
mean staying in apartments with jacuzzis and
the works! I'm sure all my batch-mates would
agree when | say that we had some fantastic
times at Al Tawuun hostel - the beach, the
football sessions in the parking lot, the feasts
at ‘Food Basket'... When we did finally move
to our hostel on campus, we did miss the fancy
life we'd gotten accustomed to but the new
hostel brought with it a much better sense of
belonging and connection - not only with our
own batch but also with our juniors.

Added to this was our nervousness on being the
first chemical batch which meant no seniors to
seek guidance from, no hand-me-down notes...
We started off with a batch of 25 students and
having such a small class had its own advantages.
We became the closest of friends and group
study was a norm.And something | will never
forget about our batch is our last minute study
sessions. On the night before an exam the entire
chemical batch would be in Shivam’s room and
Shivam would be teaching all of us-1am sure our
class averages would have been worse if those
sessions didn’t happen! Also, | would especially
like to thank Gulyani Sir and Prakash Sir who
have done extraordinary work in shaping up this
branch...

This trip down memory lane would be

incomplete without my mention of sports. | used
to be an avid badminton player till 8th standard
after which | started focusing on studies
and more or less stopped playing. | can't be
appreciative enough of the opportunities and
encouragement that | got here to get back
to the game. We have great sports facilities
on campus especially with our sports festival
having grown immensely year after year. I'll
always remember my last BSF in 2009.

The last 4 years, | have no doubt, have been
the best years of my life so far and will probably
be the most memorable ones over a lifetime.
The people | met here, both friends and faculty,
have been amazing. | have had fun times, learnt
a lot and, hopefully, have become a better
man. | would like to thank everyone at BPD for
making my years at college so wonderful.

Here’s wishing everyone there all the very best
for the life ahead...
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